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Dear Requester: 

Enclosed are copies of documents from FBI records. Excisions have been made to protect information exempt from disclosure 
pursuant to Title 5, United States Code , Section 552 and/or Section 552a. In addition, where excisions were made, the appropriate exempting 
subsections have been cited opposite the deletions. Where pages have been withheld in their entirety, a deleted page information sheet has 
been substituted showing the reason or basis for the deletion. The subsections cited for withholding information from the enclosed documents 
are marked below. 
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During the review of material pertinent to the subject of your request, documents were located which 


□ originated with another Government agency(ies) . 

These documents were referred to that agency(ies) for review and direct response to you. 

□ contain information furnished by another Government agency(res). You will be advised by the FBI as to the releasability of this 
information following our consultation with the other agency(ies). 
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EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 

(b) (1 ) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign 
policy and (B) are in fact properly classified pursuant to such Executive order; 

(b) (2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 

(b) (3) specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title)* provided that such statute (A) requires that the 

matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on the issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for 
withholding or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 

(b) (4) trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 

(b) (5) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation 
with the agency; 

(b) (6) personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 

(b) (7) records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records 
or information (A) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, (B) would deprive a person of a right to 
a fair trial or an impartial adjudication, (C) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, 
(D) could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of a confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority 
or any private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of a record or information compiled by 
a criminal law enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security 
intelligence investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, (E) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforce- 
ment investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure 
could reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or (F) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life of physical 
safety of any individual; 

(b) (8) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible 
for the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 

(b) (9) geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 

(d) (5) information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 

(j) (2) material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime 

or apprehend criminals, except records of arrest; 

(k) (1 ) information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to Executive Order 1 2356 in the interest of the national defense orforeign 

policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 

(k) (2) investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or privilege 
under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would 
be held in confidence; 

(k) (3) material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant 
to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 

(k) (4) required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 

(k) (5) investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian employment 
or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished information pursuant 
to a promise that his identity would be held in confidence; 

(k) (6) testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service 
the release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 

(k) (7) material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person 
who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his identity would be held in confidence. 
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Mr* Connelley called with reference to this matter and stated that 
Commander Rn eandahl has been very favorabl e t& um ha* tb* n«p C rt.mi»nt. o^ Com - 
merce Committee. He stated that there'' are two representatives of Senator Cope- 
lan^Ts - c^miltee at Mcehurs t, Coloneljfcartnejr and Ro per-w i lli am son r Hartney having 
been a ppointed as Technical A dviser. ^Mr. Connelley stated that he does not believe 
Commander Rosendahl or the - Commerce Committee is particularly favorable to them, 
but they have not taken any action against them except to listen to their suggestions. 
Mr. Connelley said that the first thing they had in mind was the foot tracks which 
came in from the back gate on the west side of the reservation. There is a road 
running along there to which the public has access but there is a barbed wire fence 
between the road and the reservation itself. At the time of the landing of the 
ship there were many spectators and automobiles outside of the fence, but after 
the crash the general public swarmed over the field from all directions and it was 
some three or four hours before a\military patrol was established and the public 
was excluded. These tracks were found leading from this gate in the back where two 
persons had undoubtedly climbed over the fence and walked into the reservation. 

Mr. Connelley stated that it was first believed that these tracks were made by two 
boys who were picked up on the seventh, but it was further learned that the boys 
have no part in the picture and that they did not leave the tracks in question. 

The tracks were apparently made by some of the people who swarmed over the field. 
However, Williamson has talked with Senator Copeland and has put emphasis on the 
fact that these prints are there and evidently Senator Copeland has become interested 
in it. Mr. Connelley stated that they have photographed the prints and also taken 
laier casts of th em an d that we could undoubtedly ma Ve an identification if we cou ld 
ind the persons to whom they belonged . However, Mr. Connelley stated that there 
must be numerous other tracks of this kind in every direction from the reservation, 
end he does not believe that they bear any significance but again they might lead 
to someone who went to the post and did something there. Mr. Connelley stated that 

one of the ideas advanced is that somebody went to the post and possibly shot the — 

ship down as it has been indicated that a survey is being made of the ground with a \ 
possibility of finding some empty shells. 
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the suggestion that he' assign a number~of enlisted personnel to make~a very careful. 
cbecTT'of ~the field! and it was suggested that we be~put in~charg^ of.the investigation 


Mr. Connelley stated that Commande r 
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to Instruct the men what to look for* Mr. Connelley stated that that check could 
be made anywhere in an area of 25 to 50 miles if a very careful check was to be 
conducted aa the ship circled around the field for some time before trying to land 
due to the lightning and the etorm. 


Mr. ConneUey stated that there is nothing to show that the ship ever 
touched the ground in the United States on the last trip before catching fire, 
end that perhaps this point will be played up to Senator Copeland. Mr. Connelley 
stated that Ro ger Williamson, the supposed investigato r for himself an d Hartney T 
suggested the matter of the Bureau directing the search, of the .field to him. Connelley , 
and he 'tolif IrilTiamso n what our position was and sugg es ted to him that as the De part- 
mint of Commerce was making the investigation and the scope and extent of thd. r 
investigation had not as yet been indicated, any auxiliary investigation carried on 
should be submitted to them end their plan of action determined to see how far they 
were going into It. 


Mr. Connelley stated that the field has been pretty well cleared off and 
the possibility of finding anything besides tracks is very limited. He stated that 
he could see nothing being accomplished in searching the field any more than any 
other area over which the ship passed during the two hours it was traveling around 
waiting to land. He 6tated that he has not discussed this with the Commerce Depart- 
ment as our position has been purely an observatory one with the possibility that 
something might come up in the future. He also stated that he doesn’t feel that the 
Bureau should take the initiative to suggest to the Commerce Department that we con- 
duct any investigation of the type set out. He stated that he was transmitting this 
information to the Bureau so that it would be available in case any calls are received 
from Senator Copeland, as these men will probably communicate all this information to 
the Senator tonight. 

Mr. Connelley Btated that he was having stenographers write up everything 
that has happened to date and also Commander Rosendahl's statements of what occurred, 
he being tlie man in charge. Mr. Connelley stated that it is to be noted that H&rtney 
and Williamson did not request any investigation but just went to Commander Rosendahl 
and tried to get him to assign these men. Connelley stated that the Commander indi- 
cated to him confidentially that he was not particula rly pleased with the activities 
of Hartney and Williamson and Mr. Connelley also understands tha t the Department of 
Commerce "Committee also Is not particularly favorable toward themT 


Mr. Connelley stated that he feels that the Commerce and Ravy Departments 
are going on all right with the investigation. He said there was some friction on 
Saturday between the two departments, but that was caused by some of the ranking officer 
and the Commerce Department is now actually conducting the investigation. 


Respectfully, 
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SAC Devereaux of the Newark Division telephoned me and Bald that a flash had 
just come over the wires to the effect that the ^Hindenbu rg had blow nup in — 
midair Just as it was a bout to ^ ftfkelmr st. New Jersey. UrT Devereaux 
said that Inasmuch as this is ofT a/ reservation, he .thought -he -had -better -go 


dora there and look the situation 


over. ' 
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I told Sir. 
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Devereaux that he could go down there, but under no circumstances 
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involved so that a determination might be made as to Aether 'the Bureau^ -is 
Justified in making an investigation. I told Sir. Devereaux that after he 
gets down there and looks the situation over, he should_call us end advise-., 
us of the situation. ; 1 


-O'" 


( : 


Time - 11:55 P.M. 
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Mr. Devereaux telephoned me from Lakehurst, and said that the Hindenburg 

+a IV,* *1 fn>» a 1 onrt^nff ft+. fihnilf 1 Q P.W_ . t j Tff ft - 

After dropping the landing ropes at 6:25 P.M., the ship came in for a 
landing, and when about 210 feet from the ground, fire broke out, due to an 
explosion approximately 100 feet in front of the rear fin. The dirigible 
was demolished by the fire. Of the 61 members of the crew and 36 passengers, 
IM of the crew and 20 of the passengers are alive. Twenty-six unidentified 
bodies have been recovered, and seven bodies are still missing. The explosion 
was due to a hydrogen explosion. The American Zepplin Transport operated the 
airship, which was in command of Captains Lehmann and Pruss. 



Secretary of Commerce Roper is en route and is due to arrive in about 15 
minutes. Several high officials of the Navy are also coming there. There 
appears to be nothing the Bureau can do at the present time. 


Mr. Devereaux wanted to know whether he and Mr. Donnelley, who went down there 
with him, should get a list of the crew so that the information would be 
available for future reference. I told him that he should do not hin g further 
on this matter at this time; that if we need the names of the crew, that 
Information will undoubtedly be available from a number of sources later on. 

I told him that at this time, there is nothing to indicate that the Bureau has 
any investigative jurisdiction, and consequently, nothing should be done in 
the premises. Mr. Devereaux and Mr. Donnelley are returning at once to 
Newark. 
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My attention has boon called to year 
telegr&a of lay 10, 1977, addressed to Clyde cdrielnf 
U*t you bed forearded * sixteen eillineter print Of 
tha Hindanburg. vA 

It «U thoughtful Of you to Olro as 

you did end I approcitte grastly your courtesy in 
sending the print. 

Sincerely yours, 

3 . Hoover 
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telephoned Mr. Connelley at Fewark, Few Jersey, and informed him that_ Senator 
C opeland h ad telephoned the Bureau upon receiving a call from Lakehurst from one 
of k is men, Roger j^'illiemson, who, Mr. Connelley informs, is a clerk on the 
Air Commerce Committee. Williamson informed Senator Copeland that about 1,000 
feet down from where the accident occurred, they found certain footprints which 
were suspicious, but that the G-Men were not interested in these at all, or 
were not impressed with the footprints. Mr. Connelley said that he knows about 
this, having gotten the information from Lieutenant Commandej^raeicheldorf , who 
said that two young boys, who had been down in the swamp from 'the field there, 
climbed over the fence and were within about 1,000 feet of the scene of the 
accident when one of the guards accosted them and took them down to headquarters 
where Lieutenant Commender Reicheldorf gave them a lecture about corning into 
the field by climbing over the fence and turned them loose. 

Mr. Connelley said that Commander Reicheldorf saw nothing in this incident to 
get excited about, and he personally sees nothing in it. The incident In 
question occurred more than 3& hours after the ship had gone down, and before 
that time, the field was covered with tracks of people who were there and who 
gathered at the time of the accident. . 

Mr. Connelley said that he explained to both Tfilliamson and ColonelAHartney 
the position of the Bureau as observers in this situation, and tola them that 
if they had anything they wanted us to look at, we would, of course, be glad 
to do that, but in bo far as any investigation is concerned, they would have 
to see Commander Reicheldorf. Mr. Connelley said he is sure that these tracks 
were made on the 7th, for the reason that he personally heard Commander Reichel— 
dorf tell the man in charge of the change of watch about the incident. Mr. 
Connelley said that he further referred Tfilliamson and Hertney to Commander 
Reicheldorf for any further information about the tracks. He said he is sure 
that the Bureau can be subjected to no criticismat a later date in the event 
sabotage does arise by reason of our not conducting an investigation relative 
to these tracks. Mr. Connelley is going to get the names and addresses of these 

boys just for our general information. 

RECORDED & INDEXED 1 \j? 'T Q. 

Mr. Connelley said that nothing of interest has developed today. 

Depertment and the Department of Commerce had a little squabble today over 
which was going to hold its hearing first, end it was deified that 

and accordingly, the £hip 

V se 



the Department oi Commerce would proceed first, and accordingly, 
hftSt'cbeen -tuxned over officially to the Department of Commerce for, 
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they may care to make of it in so far as an investigation is concerned. The 
investigation and the hearings will start Monday. 

The Chief Radio Operator died this morning, and CaptalnfLehmann died last 
night about 6:10 P.M. 


Respectfully, 

P. E. FOXWORTH. 
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REFERENCE W RECK AIRSHIP°HINDENBERG THERE WERE NO WATER! AL DEVELOPMENTS 
|| - TODAt IN ACTION AT LAXEHURST,- , TWO OF JNJURED CREW, Z APT V E ? NEST / 

'^EHMANN AND WILIeKsPECHT- RADIO, OFFICER - HAVE DIED SINCE WRECK ^ 

SEVEN BODIES OF VICTIMS ACCOUNTED ■ BUT NO IDENTIFICATION POSSIBLE 
AS YET. BALANCE OF DEAD HAVE BEEN PASSED BY CORONER OF OCEAN COUNTY 
£- AS IDENTIFIED AND READY FOR BURIAL USA MINN SUGGESTED TO COMMANDER 

15 ROSENDAHL THAT THEY HAVE ALL BODIES' IDENTIFIED TO A NAVAL REPRESENT AT I 

BEFORE THEY ARE REMOVED TO UNDERTAKER AT NEW YORK CITY. AS TO THE SIS 
UNIDENTIFIED USA IS TO ADVISE THEM FURTHER. MAJOR R W. SCHROEDER AND 
SOUTH TRIMBLE OF DEPT OF COMM. WILL START OPEN INQUIRY MONDAY AT ^£j0. 



AM AS TO WRECK, THE NAVAL INQUIRY WILL BEJBELD _ I N_ A B EYA NCE PEND ING 
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U.s. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE ! 

LAKEHURST. TODAY THEY STATED THEY HAD FOU^^RAC^OF WO -MEW-LEAD^ 
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:«AD BEEN SEARCHING FIELD FOR EXPLODED "CUN SHELLS APPARENTLY BEING ^)F — 
THE OPINION PERSONS HAD COME ON THE FIELD AND FIRED UPON THE SKiP^V-THI 

SHIP LANDING CREW AND ALL NAVAL OBSERVERS TCRE ALL OVER THE FIELD ; T0 
^itr* piTTn at Tur Ttwrr fit tut hrr ttifut. Vr nncrPtfm TtfFSP TRACKS 

_L*mWLT UU. piur ni ltt£* un& Vi. i Hfc nvw**/*iii II **. J ■”■"•■■ ..„ 

AND REFERRED THEM TO LT* COMDR • REICHELDERFER FOR INFORMATION AS TO V 
NAVY YESTERDAY HAY SEVENTH PICKING SP TWO BOYS WHO HAD CLIMBED FENCE 
AT THIS POINT AND WERE PICKED UP AND REPRIMANDED, AT HEADQUARTERS, FOR 

THE FOLUSH ENTRY ON THE RESERVATION.^- - -V— : --r > > : ; 

WE WILL TO COMPLETE RECORD GET NAMES OF THESE BOYS AND INTERVIEWS. 
AND IBENTIFY TRACKS AS BEING THEIRS* ; THE SHIP DISASTER WAS ON MAY 


SIXTH At SIX TWENTY FIVE P.M. . THE ENTIRE RESERVATION WAS OVERRUN 
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LAKEHURST, THAT WE WERE THERE TO OBSERVE AND PENDING SUCH INFORMATION 
WHICH WOULD SHOW A VIOLATION OVER WHICH WE WOULD HAVE JURISDICTION 
WE WOULD CONTINUE AS SUCH* THAT .WE DESIRED TO COOPERATE IN ANY WAY 
POSSIBLE WITH ALL* WE WILL CONTINUE IN THIS MATTER AND COVER DISCREET 

- 'U £+Ji \r 

ANY SITUATION OF INTEREST AND KEEP THE BUREAU ADVISED 

• • • • -.V *. >1 • : , V, ' r connelley 
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1300 Liberty Trust Building 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


_T . -• . 

Mr. f . . 

Xr. Et * *■#' . 


: . * " -!r 



RE s 


O 


/S--K 

DESTRUCTION OP ..THE DIBISIBLE 


** U T fcrip W WT?P fr ^ T JS Ir^Vi* “i ** C + KT _ .T . 

jj. A. -> ux-j J.1 uijiuj , iwt m i r*^ 


Dear Sir: 


The press this morning and this afternoon con- 
tains reports to the effect that there is a possibility that 
the "ilindenberg" was sabotaged* 


In connection therevdth, it was felt that the 
following information inight be of some interest to the Bureau* 




"The Daily Worker,” official organ of the Com- 
munist tarty of America, in its issue of April 24, 1937, spoke 
ox a c on tempi aueu meeting tu uc uciu a ^ cne ^ om^xv , 

Friday evening, April 30, 1937, at which meeting it ras ad- 
vertised that Ms j or -G e ner a 1 Smedley Darlington Butler vrould 
speak, along with a Miss Tony lender, who had been a member 
of the German Keichstag for fourteen years, and Heinrich 
Mann, and thxt the meeting whs to be ft benefit rally and 
concert, sponsored by the supporters of the Anti-^Jazi Ger- 
man Seamen* 


^TVi^ r»i 1 \r iinrlrpr " in its i RSDfi nf Anril 27 . 

* <,v ■ — * * — r *■ 

1937, printed another article, headlined, "German Seamen^ 
Union Organizer Speaks Friday." The article states, in part, 
that the organizer will tell how Anti -Nazi seamen do perilous 
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underground work aboard giant Reich liners plowing between New 
York and Germany, and that the meeting would take place at the 
Mecca Temple, 133 West 55th Street, New York City, and that 
it would be a mass meeting, and that the organizer, who was 
then (April 27, 1937) in New York Harbor aboard a Nazi steam- 
ship, v.ould coma to the meeting, guarded by American sailors, 
and that he would speak, hidden by a mask* It was again stated 
that General Butler would speak. / 

"The Daily Worker," issue of April 29, 1937, 
printed an article entitled, "Seamen Who Bight Hitler," by 
Rex Pitkin, which tells more of the contemplated Mecca Temple 
meeting. The Bitkin article speaks of the masked man, how 
Pitkin met him and called him "Karl," and that **arl was a 
seaman on a Nazi liner, and how Karl offered him, Pitkin, a 
cigarette, and, after Pitkin had lit it, it went out, and 
ho v/ Karl smiled and said, "Break it open," and that, upon the 
cigarette's being opened, there was found contained in it a 
■t ightly rolled, thin piece of paper. Pitkin opened it and 
read a message to German soldiers, workers, and peasants, 
telling them to unite against the sending of hitler’s soldiers 
to Spain, etc. It was signed by Heinrich J^ann, brother of 
Thomas Mann, head of the newly-formed German Liberty League 
in Germany. 


The article then states how "Karl" told of how 
these cigarettes were distributed among the members of German 
crews on German liners, and how Karl then exhibited a copy 
of the organization's underground seamen 1 s piper , "Schiffahrt," 
and told of many such underground papers being distributed 
in Germany in many industries, and how the successful strike 
of fifty thousand American seamen in the United States was 
forced, and how eight thousand German seamen each month who 
entered the Port of New York, left the Schiffahrt" and other 
literature where they could be picked up by the crews, and 
how they are able to recognize the Gestapo agents (German 
secret agents) who are on board every German liner. 


The Pitkin article will be found attached. 


Director 
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In the April 30, 1937, issue of the "Daily Work- 
er," front page, there was published a picture of a man with 
his face co Tiered by a mask, called "Hans Schmidt." Underneath 
is a news article relating to the picture, with the heading, 
"Fight of Anti-Nazists in Germany. Masked German Speaks at Rally 
Tonight." The news article quotes Schmidt as saying, "We use 
a hectograph with wax impressions. We get the news by radio 
from the underground stations in Germany and from the Spanish 
Government stations in Madrid and Valencia." 

Continuing, the article states that Hans Schmidt 
is not the mesked man's correct name, but that he i6 merely 
using it this week -- that Schmidt was interviewed by members 
of the New York press and that he explained to them the means 
by which the underground German Seamen's Union regularly issues 
news bulletins aboard hundreds of German ships, saying, "We 
have such hectographs on every important ship flying the Ger- 
man flag." 


It stated that .Schmidt stood in the center of a 
room in the home of Professor ISargaret Schlauch, of New York 
University, number 2 Horatio Street, his face fully masked 
to shield his identity, and told of the workings of the under- 
ground system; that Schmidt was to be protected at the meeting 
by sixty members of the International Seamen's Union; that 
Schmidt's voice would be the first authentic voice of under- 
ground Germany to be heard in America. It stated that the 
interview lasted ninety minutes, and that there was present 
a reporter of the "New York Sun," who constantly kept firing 
qiestions at Schmidt. 

Every issue of the "Daily Worker" since the 
first announcement of tins meeting has been carefully scrutin- 
ized at this office, but nothing has appeared therein indicat- 
ing that the meeting ever took place. 




N, LONDON, 

Special Agent in Charge 
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M Y friend, Karl, a seaman on a Nazi liner, and I aat in - 
a little cafieon the lo^er J&ast Side - , drinking beer, and 
talking about the wonderful victories the people of' Spain 
were winning against Franco and Hitler and Mussolini. 

Karl held out m package of cigarettes, “Have one?" he asked, 

I told him I didn’t smoke. - ; * : r% 

••But you’ll enjoy this cigarette," he tosteted. It’s made of anti*, 
fascist tobacco.” : * ■ **-: a 

Hesitatingly and curiously I lit the cigarette and puffed on it * 

It didn't taste any different than other cigarettes. Suddenly it went 
out. ■ r ' • t - , . _ -v 

I looked at Karl in surprise. He smiled. Was this one of those 
trick exploding cigarettes— -which had failed to explode? 

"Break it open,” he suggested, sipping his large schooner of beer. 

“Find out why it doesn't bum.” 

I tore the cigarette apart, and ta Its center between the tobacco 
and its ends was a tightly rolled piece of thin paper. X unraveled it 
and In amazement read: f 

"German soldiers/ German worker i and peasants/ Hitler’s 
crime hat reached its apex He it now tending German soldiers 
fo Spain. This foreign adiHnture it for the benefit of the traitor 
Franco. 

"you urtZl be slaughtered fo benefit Franco and the rich men 
of Spain. Why should the German people— who are Franco's 
enemies — be made to fight for Franco against the Spanish people 
who are defending their democracy? " 

"Hitler sends troops to Spain not atone in the interests of 
Spanish reactionaries but also in the interests of the German 
capitalists . Hitler has embarked on the Spanish venture because 
he hopes for a way out— but his defeat is inevitable.'* * 

For four small pages the leaflet went on explaining in concise, 
auccinct sentences the reasons why German troops should not fight 
Hitler's and Franco's war in Spain, .jt was signed by Heinrich Mann, 
brother ol Thomas Mann, distinguished novelist who Just l&t~Am%rtea 
last week-end, Heinrich la head of the newly formed German Liberty 

Party, the People’s Front movement. * 

^ •* * * 

I looked at Karl in amazement. - - • ^ 

^fhere are many of u^Lhejsaid, "who are very polite, f 
yfe offer our colleagues in tKe crevTetearettes at every opportunity. J 
"O U T e oii eagUerTIkC’TOf clgaren££~Very ~much? They we very anxious j 
for them, and we see that they receive them regularly. j 

*Atter we gj ve^otjr ftiends StoltttUi | he continued, 

<J we carefully mstejt a poi nt to leave one , of ^ th ese In a place where 
th ey^e^ rTfe^flnd them." He held upVsmaTf paper. ^ _ 

th e Schlffahrt , the underground l IIWI H >Tllni 

JEfrglc arc many such pa pers in ma ny industries? He md from the j 
tifi^ sheets: ~ 4 ' ' * • * ** r ' 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE ttf k r nRY efitasd - 

tf i ff c fO J/ ** 5+t*i LTrn 


b ^ 






. V- 




*■% 


— Tl ~MADRTD.—The _ government troop# on flU GrttfdateJdrjE t . r ^ i, 
^ Jippaut ftgpe oi tAeir opponent eselwteely troop^JIttS, 

j panic created by their defeat reeuUed to the ***i 0/ thw troope ^ , 

i * ^Oar people'# amy propapanda tft^cayh the Joud ipeafcer# ^ 
every evening t* the mem* tor the enemy and It hai remarkable 

M Ad AaAm ts4 frAWW* 1 ' *?' ■> * - 

CJ^CCk V» ffK/ »f W|A» V/ » r «rwv> 

~" >"'... .-•' ." ;-/ *rA*‘- ■- v ■». — -'-v. - .* "■! ;'-• ■_-; ■ -1 

Here on page three was a whole page or letter# from German *ea 
m en describing the _g>laerable living condi tions aboard the OtmUt ‘ 
#Mps. Here on page four was an article entitled **IMe P eutscfaa Op- 
position, " written by Heinrich Mann , and here weapon CBdt TtCCUllt- 

j . >..i 1 x a Xi rn nAn d ^ •• **.*.,* «rlfr>k ■ 14dHn« 

U*g vne succeoszuz swixe 01 ujc w,iw wuumu »•**»" "*•“ * •— ™— * 

" in detail of the demands that they forced from the shipowner#- And 
| on the back two page* were article# describing briefly but clearly 
I Hitler's war against the Catholic and Protestant -churches, 

I rthjyi^anA German seamen come to New York harbor 

-eoery month,* Kart told me. "And there i#»'t a tingle boat that 
leaves this harbor that docsn^ have ihej^chinahri and Other 
ieaftels scattered about in places where Members of the crew are * 
svJVfe-to find .them . .*** M * " 

"We are, of course, unable to hold large union meetings: 

T ft gjf" f r e 7 st rict ly forbidden. Xt ii difficult sometimes to even 
talk to members 0/ the crew. 1 Palls have cars. 

“So papers and magazines are our best organiser*. They are 
the best, the guickesT^fhe surest wav to reach German seamen, # 
And believe me German workers art hungry for our literature.* 

*^ut Isn’t it a dangerous business, distributing underground 
material?" I asked. 

— ,4 pf course. We are at all times^very careful, Wvery piece of 
literature, every leaflet and every pape j that is put aboard a boat U 
carefu lly m |T ^l There are Qeftapo iagent# on every boat and we 
have to watefTom’ rtep 7 * -p ^‘ * y ” 

“When I *ayjv&l don't mean just the German anti-Nazi# 
aboard the ocean-going liner#. * We* Inc ludcy^afl ^lke~~Xv%cricxin 
e*hi *nt iin*f uTil+riMik It rents money to make 

oi*yynjf v^r » Of - ' ^r— ~ T. - 

trick cigarettes and to print the Schiffahrt. we-stamen don t make 
much, and even a third of that is directly taxed by the govern- ^ 
ment. ^ 

“So our anti-Nazi friends here have gotten together in an organic 
zation caUed the Supporters ot Antl-Nari Oer g^n seamen to raise 
line dollars to keep our activity going. 

'^’W Riit's more, the y're running a bentflt concert mad rally Friday 
’ night at Mecca Temple to keep the ball rolling— as you ear here in 
America. 


'ft 


5 -“WUl you be there?** I asked. 

? “Oh, no, that’s a ticklish business. I don't want the 
Gestapo agents to And me at an anti -Nazi rajly in New York. It 
would do my health no good when I get back to Germany. 

"But one of our leaden will be there, masked and protected by 
sixty American seamen. Be will tell the story of conditions to Ger- 


v 


-V* thi> 

T kj 


Karl lifted his stein of beer. ‘ ^Prosi t/ he said. 

Jn his eyes idgj a faraway looYTand I Was sure that he was 
thinking of tomorrow-when the people of Germa ny will uni te 
in the new Liberty Party and wilt again e # tdblish a fPStnSKtQ 
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PHONE. RE FERENCE WRECK AIRSHIP HINDENBURG. ^FURTHER CHECK 
H^I^CAll^^il ABffiS, "f^^^TIO 3DysUw CKEDUP^BY^ NE'^Wa5r^T^S I X PM 

HAVE BEEN MISLAID AND ARE PRESENTLY ON KNOWN* TiAvAL OFEICJ 
INDIVIDUALS GAVE RESIDENCE AS 'GERNANTdVN PHILADELPHIA Pi 




JSVtltfWK j 


ORI TIES-. STATE THESE TWO BOYS- CAUGHT COMING .THROUGH RESERVATION MOT 


■ ?■ ’• 7,7 - *r ’ 


LrVV ' * ^ t“ Jk >. .^r "i* . Vrf ^ S.” 1 j>, . A L> *< 




NORTHERLY DIRECTION. SITUS OF MB FOOT PRINTS REFERRED TO BY COPELAtC 
COMMITTEE INVESTIGAATOR ARE LOCATEDIN A WESTERLY DIRECTION AND IN THE . 
MOST OPEN PORTION OF RESERVATION. LANDING CREW PERSONNEL INFORM THAT 

AT TIME OF HINDENBURG APPEARANCE AND ATTEMPTED LANDING THEFENCE AND 1 

• ' «*.■■■. 

I ROAD BOUNDING SOUTH AND WEST SIDES OF RESERVATION WERE THICKLY POPU- 

| >- ■ '* - r •, ■■■•• 

l LA TED BY SPECTATORS IN AUTOMOBILES AND IT. WAS ON WEST SIDE OF RESERVA- 

: t _ s _ . ^ ^ _ ■ ■ , . * i . 


M9 w » ah w»i nm 

xivvi inni 


vsn Y kt» « i iV«r\ ^ ki •*» . «s. r ^rsrv^r ■ .flK ■ Tkii .r'i*" »¥» * « i *T«/\ n 

j*uwi riuwii iijLii x. di vvrLLftm; apiviloi l^ftiunot 


» 


PHOTOS TAKEN OF THESE PRINTS AND TOMORROW EFFORTS WILL BE MADE TO MAKE 
CASTS THEREOF. NAVY PERSONNEL STATE THAT ON CRASH OF HINDENBURG ENTRY 
WAS MADE TO THE RESERVATION FROM ALL SIDES BY SPECTATORS AND THAT THIS 
ENTRY INCLUDED THAT LOCATION WHEREIN PRINTS WERE MW FOUND, ALSO THAT 
IT WAS SOME THREE OR FOURHOURS BEFORE SENARY PATROLS WERE ESTABLISHED 

« : . - fc * . ‘ - • . - r 'i ' •• V ' " • ' ' * 

AND MAINTAINED AND ALL. OUTSIDERS EXCLUDED FROM THE RESERVATION. DEV- ... 

i m . , 

EREAUX, VETTERLI AND MYSELF LEAVING NEWARK SEVEN THIRTY AM TOMORROW 

J ARRIVING LAKEHURST NINE AM, CAN BE REACHED THROUGH COMMANDER ROSENDAHL. 

CO^TkTNSB ^^M^'ornaTi i j / _ _ 

rfl'ii-— ' - ■•■ s f 1 -^ i “C0NNELLEY I - ' • SJ —/ f- 
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I telephoned Hr. Connelley at Hewark and told him that when I had tqrans-^ 
mitted to you his comment last evening about the above entitled matter, 
you wanted to make sure that Ur. Connelley had made our position clear 
to Cpptain^flosendahl. Ur. Connelley said that he has by all means made 
perfectly clear to all parties concerned down there the exact position 
of the Bureau. I told him you wanted the Captain to know with reference 
to hi a indication he might want the Bureau to make the search of the field 


. r 
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uxai/| oi course j 

request of a Congressional Committee; that if the Captain himself had some 
interest in the matter, we perhaps would take a different attitude towards 
the situation and would give it consideration. 


h 

i 

i 


I mentioned to Ur. Connelley that while the office was at Trenton, we 
conducted some kind of an investigation or received complaints that 
people in that vicinity were taking shots at the various blimps and 
dirigibles around there, and that I recalled the shot6 were probably 

« O •f'-Z « Vi-? VI rf k^n ^ « rti > f +k A «Afl 111* r.rtWnfiil 1 ATT ^ +Vlof 

yu m m g xi y!U AlOiUli^ uuo, yuu wax uuu wun* jaa • vvuuvx-fav^ «**« w 

while he did not see the actual ship, he understands that someone has 
taken a shot at one of the Army all-metal ships. Ur. Connelley said 
that It will possibly develop later in this investigation that someone 
will say that they saw flames coming out of the ship as she came over 
the field the first time. One of the officers to whom Ur. Connelley 
talked indicated that he thought he saw flames coming out of the ship 
as she came over the field. Ur. Connelley further said that some farmer 
down there took a shot at one of the Army ships there, and then called up 
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was going to shoot at th^a^n.^ ^exHO, _j¥^L ^ 1 ^ 

Mr. Connelley said that the Commerce Committed amd; .Captain, RQBandwhl attd hiiAl 
men look upon the Congressional Committee with some ridicule. H©_ Sgi(J Jh&t 
Captain Reeendahl was very much incensed over (the fact i’thdt ihfe tenure ssional 
Committee would even suggest to the Bureau merj what^we shpu^ v; 4f? t yjl^jof^fr 

words, he feels that if there is any Agency c apable of a6ing_a hrt h i ng; on 

the situation, the Bureau is the agency which (would be capable of poing .It: 
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WXTrnoUT* any oulsiuc t»u^ot>tiyuo. 

keeping his relations with all parties concern! ed^in this -nmttwr-cnr sr-friendly 

„ basis. J 
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Mr. Connelley amid that Hartney of the Congressional Committee got himself 
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privileged to propound questions of various kinds to the witnesses. This 
he has done on occasions, bringing in a bunch of theories which fas personally 
has as to how this matter could have happened. -■ 


I told Mr. Connelley that of course, the Bureau cannot conduct any- investi- 
gation for the Congressional Committee for the reason that the Bureau is 
without power to do so, but the relations had with the Bureau men by these 
other persons Should at all times be kept on a friendly basis. 

Mr. Connelley saL d that the hearing s are apparently going to be held every 
other day, and we will keep in touch with those. He said he will probably 
have Vetterli a nd Devere aux attend these sessions while he attends court 
at Bewark on thd^^l^Pm&tter. 


Respectfully, 

r\ 

E. A. TAMM. 




JS|»HORE^REFEREMCE WRECK AIRSHIP H l!iD^UW » fEARjOgg 

^kvif Employees And several -- iliiSbraBUBC 

'^ ; '* ^swijowir" WM$^. 

OPERATION OF RUDDER V *T TIME OF SHIPS APPROACH TO MOORING NAST.^Alt 
ijoVpss Were used in~ri^erse*t* hish speeb^ w .’^cvj'ogwAR.i) momentum 

5^ SHIP* H^lCH HAD APPROACHED MOORING HACT JET WITCOAL *AtE. OF SPEED, “ 






jpf CREW TESTIFIED TRIP ACROSS OCEAN WTIRELY SATISFACTORY AND NOR^iAl^^ 

EVERY RESPECT AND THEY KNEW NOTHING CONCERNING ACCIDENT UNTIL R EF^ttfES^ 
OF FLAME SEEN ACCOMPANIED BY DETONATION* REFERRING^TO /HY A - 

• < , * ■ Sc . ■*. *1 . ' ■ . -. 3 


WITH MR* TAMM OF THE BUREAU LAST NTGHf j ’SOU jfTl^TR IMBLE 9 DEPARTMENT 
AA*«krr*t \ atm V ' . n »TMc- n ot>rr , Tji> e AerMTC th CHARGE WETTERL1 ASD DEV ERE/MX 1 ^ 

^UfihtRLiL) AUT A.«?X»A/ **w*r**^w « t ~ ^ T ': . Y.- 

1 . > . I-J . . — , ‘k y- ~ ‘V ■■■' ■'r''*- . "’I* 

TODAY THAT THEIR OWN INVESTIGATORS^ HAB CONPLETED EK*_ PRACTICALLY 
INTERVIEWS WITH CIVILIANS AND PRIENDs’ OF^TASSENSERS AND'aCCORDBICIJ 
SERVICES BUREAU ASENTS NOT NECESSARY NOW ON THIS ANCLE. HOWEVER, .*„ ,_i 

; « ; bi HE UNDERSTANDS THAT OUR SERTlftS ARE AVAILABLE ON THIS ANG^E- 1| 
teSIRED LATER. . TESTIMONY TO DATeYwICATES>CCIDENT APPARENTLyIcauS 
BY SOME STRUCTURAL DEFECT. NO tvlDENCE OF SABOTAGEAS YET. lURTHER HE^ 

t; ^ ' TT. * “ 

. INGS BEING OBSERVED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE, 
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CONNELLEY 


END 


reoordsjb 

>• -A - '-S~ 


'Ul -¥$/?/> 

'l l ~ . i , nr 



fLDEKAl 'BURlAU OF INSTIGATION 


«x ^k*»nc9r cornua® ^ 

-if5^_ BIj tfiM&if* 


»•: TX*'— ■^■_. 
. ^_ir . *►-. ^!T w 



) < 


T 



* t T T>?rr.T5v,TiON CONTAINED •"* 

i K - ~ ^ t'-v-t a^-.TFTRD * ; 'T 


recordi 
& 

indexed. 


\q%K 1 / t/ ?&- 


[dhV 


O K - 




2 & 


v-u 







J M g gg^ f%: 


_ --*- . 
v -■ » - 5 - j??' ^. *-‘- ■'“ 








— . _ y gitiu MogT.y.ysJay &** 

^^sSSSSSssssg*-* «£» 

iSSSgfe*"' 11 *-Sf 

i # £ *XT^h°wsts **> " 2 $ f™ 


You , 

Vlejst 

L. » 


te 


»>»»**«•»» 
[5Et.ll M ® / L? et M iWATtOM »TH|J 
PROCESS OPetlMiN A p At fL 

Vg&& 8 fear 

W ?.» » ^ M * , ‘ v *°''* 1 4 


^i vj- 





„ X>*. SCUB Bit , WORKING WITH A 

910,000 FUND. HAD MEMBERS OP -AN WV- 
TERNED GERMAN SHIPS CREW CONTRIVE 
LEAD PIPS INTO SMALL SECTIONS SUITABLE 
FOR THE BOMBS. USING TUB WORKSHOP ON 
THEIR STEAMER.* VON KUIST ANO DR. 
SCHEELE WOULO ROD THE CHEMICALS , THEN 
HIRE INTERNED GERMAN SEAMEN TO PLANT 
THEM ON SHIPS. WHEN THE ABED VON 
XLEIST DUE UP ONE OF THE BOMBS FOR. 
THE SLEUTH IN HIS BACKYARD, HE WAS 
PUT UNDER ARREST . QONFESSINO, HE 
NAMED NINE CONFEDERATES . ALL WERE 
CONVICTED UPON CONCLUSIVE EVIDENCE 
LINKING DR. SCHEELE WITH GERMANY* 

. PRDPOGANDA HEADS IN AMERICA 


Later , when me ms captured after. 

ELUDING ARREST FOR. TWO YEARS, DR. SCHEELE 
GAVE THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENTTHE SECRETS 
HE KNEW OF THE SEAMAN SPY SYSTEM. HE ALSO 
TURNED OVER SEVERAL INVENTIONS, ONE 
OF WHICH RELATED TO ME LOADING OF 
HIGH EXPLOSIVE SHELLS'. BECAUSE 
OF THIS AID, DR. SCHEELE WAS 
GIVEN A LIGHT SENTENCE — HE HAD 
TO SERVE ONE CAY IN THE CUSTODY 
OF A UNITED STATES MARSHAL / 
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-tA Child Must Touch theThre, 
Soys the Legend, but o Touch 
of Murder Was Hot Enough 
for Reginald Perciral . . . - 
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July 28, Of the 
year 1923, a Sat- 
urday . night, a 
middle-aged woman en- 
tered the police station in 
Lambeth, that district of 
London on the Surrey 
side of the Thames, fac- 
ing Parliament 
'She gave her name as Mrs. Morris, 
and told the sergeant in charge that 
rile was worried about the continued 
absence of her landlady, Mrs. Mabel 
Edmunds, who kept a three-story 
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Something drew him there 
•very day to watch hi* friend 
•leed for hto life 
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rooming-house in York Road. She h 
left suddenly and her rooms were nc 
padlocked. 

Mrs. Norris occupied the room nc 
to Mrs. Edmunds Y and since they we 
separated only by a folding door, SI 
could not help hearing what went t 
next door if voices were raised. 

On Saturday afternoon a week pas 
she heard Mrs. Edmunds having 
fierce argument with her nephew, Fri. 
Jesse, who had been living in the hous 
since January. The quarrel w^s car 
ceraing the sum of forty pounds whic! 
Jesse owed his aunt. They hurled bit 
ter names at each other and were stii 
heartily at it when Mrs. Norris had t; 
go (Hit to have tea with a friend. 

She returned to the house at elever 
The first thing she noticed was tha 
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X, get yotiforthis!” lie shouted. fhen X*4ve OjOU»€ 

‘Damn you! I—" And then blood- commit suicide— with Jjft ihe ^ n . cr ^‘ 

!y, a change came, as the finger r *. inating rvider 
1 men went to make a pretense of- basement wwkAt^tk* '- : 1 , .jS *. 

mparing these new* prints with the j^TOf course, who&MclcIuof was 

magnified on the photograph, too, that extra mulioh would go to » ; v 
ou — got — prints ''from -inside-— Axd also. His attempt to kill Mrs:/ 
es?” Axel gasped, tiny bits of _• Severn and Mrs. Ackerman by poison,” 

;te foam appearing -at -the -corners -you can lay to personal hatred. I think 
his trap mouth. - ‘ he is a twisted sort of Puritan, in 1 ^ - 

“Yes, there they are! Do they cor»..*.cro*H^ .• ^ 

.,- “Yah, those — And the cultured 
Axel /delivered himself of a word for 
women which came straight from the 

hirVi mitflit h^ttPf llJTVP ^ 




spond with yours? 

<f Yes, damn you all, they dot* he 
reeched, his heavy voice suddenly 

- 1 ^ — — -t- ' iuit 

1 CdKlItg IU HU HJXHU 3 L kixr yn *41*^ uituv-vus 

I hated her! I wanted Canute de^t stayed bade there in dassic Atfiois* 
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00 ! I hated all of them — ignorant 
fools who could make money !” . ; 

And then, still struggling frenziedly, 
he tried to throw himself on the 
ground. For a minute the police tried 
to hold him up. Then at a sign from 
Masters they dropped him with a 
thump and fell on top of his threshing 
arms and legs. Tremblingly, Lieuten- 
ant Connor snicked the bracelets. 

“Well, there is your murderer, Mr. 
Canute Rygaard, your own half- 
brother 1 ” said Jigger gravely then. 
“He had the knowledge of an encyclo- 
pedia at his command — and the up-to- 
date information about poisons and 
bombs which the experts who wrote for 
Columbian Senior , would give him 
verbally, without a thought!” 

“Axel !” cried the publisher, his 
voice breaking piteously. 

“Go to the devil, you ignorant hypo- 
crite!” snarled Axel from the ground. 
“Just because you were lucky enough 
to” make money, you could patronize 
^better men!” 

- ‘Never mind him. He’s almost in- 
ne, but not near enough so he won’t 
to the chair,” snapped Masters. “He 
led your fortune, and that of your 
He planned to kill you both, and 


But Mrs. Ackerman only flicked the 
ash from. the end of her little cigar, 
down into the livid face on the ground. 
Then she turned away with a shrug.'. . 

“AU right, you can take him away,” 
said Jigger. “He will be one of the very 
few criminals I’ve encountered, whom 
I’ll be clad to know is electrocuted! 
He—” - - . ■ 

“Wdl, that pleasure will be denied 
you!”- snarled Axel, but in a fainter 
voice. “Did you imagine a man of my 
caliber — would — embark on— crime— i 
without — certain — precaut — ?” • / 

That last word was never finished. 
Shudders suddenly attacked the re- 
cumbent editor, and all the strength'bf 
three police could not prevent his back 
from arching, and the death struggle 
from going its twenty seconds to the 
end. 

Later, on the little finger of his left 
hand they found his cameo ring had 
been twisted and the flat-cut gem de- 
pressed. There had been a tiny needle, 
and a rubber sac. More poison. 

No one ever was sorry that instead 
of a frenzied, contemptuous half-mad- 
man prisoner, a corpse was carried to 
the police car, and out of the grounds 
of Canute Rygaard’s estate. 
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F« your infonsation, the in*eetlgotive 
oatlvltloe Of the Federal Jfcreau of XoTooti«otloa 

«ro limited by Congressional eaaetaant 

^certain Federal low. X» tti absence tf lec- 
tion indicating that a Federal law orar which thia 

3ur«au baa laroiti*«tlTa , -t4 _a 

violated, no investigation wilt ba eaiduotod relative j 

to tha Blndenburg disaster. v ^y 

Tour into root and o our to ay, however, U r 
forwarding the above oentloned Segaaine article to 
■o ie indeed appreciated, ^ 
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liberal Hureatt of InoMtisatton 
llttfteh states 50ppartmertt of Hustles 

K 

ffiaallington, B. OH. 

May 8, 1937. 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON. 



V/IO 


, £ Vl_ / 

BflflBbf thw'fotans Hopkins Hospital of 
Baltimore called (he, incidentally is on the training school 
staff) and wanted to tender his services in connection with the 
air disaster which took place recently. 


He was informed that, of course, the Bureau 
had no jurisdiction in this matter} that the investigations in 
this regard were under the supervision of the Havel authorities, 
but that he could be assured that if any inquiries were made of 
the Director for a person well qualified to act in this maimer 
he would surely keep his services in mind. 


^^^,^Jstated that, of course, he did not 
■ant, ■to appear forwa^^K^he realized he would have to be sponsored 
by someone else other than himself, but that he was very much 
interested in the matter; had certain ideas and thought possibly 
his services could be utilized. 


Respectfully, 


T« D. Quinn* 


SJ 


N 0 
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MEMORANDUM TOR THE DIRECTOR 

0 

Re: Hindenburg. 

Mr. Connelley telephoned me from Newark, New Jersey, and said that Hr. 
Vetterli and Mr, Devereaux had just returned from Lakehurst where,' they had 
attended the hearings. During the course of the hearings, Southdrrimble 
of the Department of Commerce suggested that the Department of Commerce 
committee could possibly use the Bureau in conducting some investigation 
relative to this matter. He suggested that the Bureau could get a list 
of the passengers, find out from them who was there to meet them, and then 
interview those persons as to what they saw. Then, too, aome news photo- 
grapher took some color pictures of the disaster, and they want the various 
photographers interviewed to determine what they saw. In other words, they 
want the Bureau to go out and do the leg work for them, while they sit 
inside and ask the witnesses a bunch of theory questions. Mr. Trimble 
said, however, that if the Bureau could not cover this investigation, he 
could probably get his own inspectors to do it. Ur. Trimble made this 
request orally but formally of Mr. Vetterli tod ay, and wanto to be p olled - 
back today. 

RECORDED & INDEXED 


Ur. Trimble made this . 

ay, and wc n itfl to be p olled — j 





Mr. Connelley is of the personal opinion that we should hit accept > this 
situation for investigation, but that the proper par the 

investigation are the inspectors of the Department or’Commerce. j M 

I told Ur. Connelley that we would be talking with you on 
a few minutes, and that I would discuss this situation v^itl 
decision in the premises. ^ 

I telephoned Ur. Connelley back and told him you had suggested that Ur. 
Vetterli get in touch with Mr. Trimble and suggest that the Commerce 
Committee can get a list of the passengers from the zeppelln people 
themselves. I told him that you are somewhat hesitant about saying "no 1 * 

• point blank to the request for the reason that the President has requested 
all Governmental agencies to cooperate , but that you believe if someone 
talks to Triable and tells him that the Bureau will be glad to work with 
the in spectors of the Department of Commerce, thus indicating a cooperative 
attitude but not offering to ac ept the entire responsibility, it will be 
nil right; that if they want to put a couple of Commerce inspectors on the 
job, ~e will put a couple of our men on the situation to work with them 
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and interview as many of these people as we can* 

Mr. Connelley believes this is an excellent idea, and said that he would have 
Ur* Yetterli see Ur* Trimble the first thing in the morning before the hearings 
start and put the proposition up to him as outlined above* Mr* Connelley 
4 u*. *r?n +,M * *t * 1 rtaht. and will undoubtedlv 

T OU W*^U JiU * ** w* ■ “ **“ •* — — 1 ■ — O"”? ‘ ‘ ' ’*■ 

agree to it. 
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Untlrii Stairs Brpartmrwl of luatirp 
936 Raymond-C awme roe Building, 
Sewark, K«w Jersey. 

May 17, 1937. 






Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 

Washington, D. C. ^ 

BE : WRECK OF AIRSHIP HINPENBUBG. 


Dear Sirt 

There is transmitted herewith the original and four copies 
of a memorandum prepared by me regarding the testimony of ?. 

witnesses who appeared before the Board of Inquiry re P r !®*^ n S the 
Department of Coimnerce aA*kehurst, New Jerseyin jonneotion^with 
the instant case. This testimony was given on the dates of Ma> , 

13 , lU and 15* 1937* 

Very truly yours. 


WSDsML 

70-15 
ENC. - 5 
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wJ S. DEVEREAUX, 

Special Ag«nt in Charge. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE REPORT 


Newark, New Jersey 
May 16, 1957 
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Following is the testimony of the various witnesses who 
thuB far have appeared before the Board appointed by the Department of 
Commeroe of the United States, which Board is headed by south Triable, 
of the Department of Commerce. It will be recalled that the testimony 
given before this Board on May 10, 1937, was previously submitted to the 
Bureau by cover letter of Inspector E* J« Connelley. The following re- 
presents the testimony given before the Board under date of May 12, 15, 14 
and 15, 1937. 

On May 12, 1937, Lieutenant Raymond F* Tyler, First Grade, 

U. 5. Navy, presently stationed at the Naval Base, Lakehurst, New Jersey, 
was heard before the board, and he testified as follows t 

That he was on duty on May 6, 1937, at Lakehurst, New Jersey, 
acting in capacity of being in charge of the ground crew, whieh was made up 
of Navy personnel and civilian personnel. 

Lieutenant Tyler stated that, regarding his background 
insofar as lighter-than-air ships are concerned, he can point to nineteen 
years’ association therewith. He informed that during the World War, he 
served as hydrogen officer at the American Air station on the French Coast, 
and was in charge of the manufacture of hydrogen for five blimp type balloons 
which were being used in coastal patrol work. After the war. Lieutenant Tyler 
oontinued as an officer in France for one and one-half years, and he then 
became qualified as a pilot in non-rigid airships, and was subsequent thereto 
stationed at Pensacola, Florida, at the Navy Base* Following this assignment. 
Lieute nant Tyler was assigned to the Balloon Corps that was affiliated with the 
Atlantic Fleet, and on the completion of this duty he was ordered to Lakehurst, 
New jersey, for active duty with the American Airship Shenandoah. He states 
that he observed on this ship from the time of its conditioning in the fall of 
1923, to the spring of 1924, at which time he was again t ransferred to Lakehurst, 
New Jersey, for duty, whioh duty had to do with a smaller type airship. 
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Lieutenant Tyler stated that exoept for a 2-l/2 years’ sea cruise, he has 
been associated with lighter than air ships in some fora or other since 
+v* s « ar 1916 » During this tiss he served five years on the airship Los 
Angeles and in the fall of 1935 he went to Europe with the Navy Balloon 
Team, at which time this Team competed at Warsaw, Poland in the International 
Balloon raoes. Following the Balloon races, he stated he went to Friedriohs- 
hafen, Germany, where the Hindenburg Airship was built, and at that time, he 
was taken on a tour through the Hindenburg by the son of Dr. Hugo Eekener, 
the German Airship technioian* During this tour, Tyler informed that he 
was observing and obtaining information on the operative apparatus of the 
ship, as well as its general mechanioal features. On this tour, he stated 
+v.a+ Kn \ tv i n frflfl to all DfirtB of the Hindenbu rt* 

UiitA U **w n uwr T - - — ^ - - - i ■ ' ' ' ' ' 1 w 

Regarding the crash of the Hindenburg at Lakehurst, New Jersey, 
on the evening Of Bay 6, 1937, Lieutenant Tyler related that word had been 
received at the naval Base, Lakehurst on Way 6 that the time of the landing 
of the Airship Hindenburg had been changed from 6t00 a.m* on the morning of 
May 6. Prior to the receipt of thi6 information, all of the ground equipment 
at Lakehurst had been retested and found to be in satisfactory condition. 

It was decided that the Hindenburg was to land at 6:00 p.m. on May 6, rather 
+-Vinw q 4- A - nH a _ to . * +h#f +.Mn fi.no n.m. was Eastern Oavlieht Saving Time, and 

V| wv V w*m-w A W**" WF — jet " “ ~ ‘ — » w v 

at 5:00 p.m.. Daylight Saving Time, general quarters was sounded, and the 
ground orew assembled to receive final instructions for the grounding of 
the Hindenburg* 

According to Tyler, the ground personnel was broken up as 

follows t 


Six men making up the mast orew, ten men making up the yawl 
line captains, two assn on the number one yawl guide, two men on the number two 
y&wl guide, six men on the main wire guide, four men on the yawl guide coupling 
party, forty men on the forward car yawl guide, thirty men on the stem yawl 
guide, thirty-four men on the forward landing lines of the port side and 
thirty- four on the forward landing starboard side, thirty-three on the stem 
landing port side, twenty-three on the stern landing starboard side, one on 
the passenger exit, one a truck driver, and five on the tractor that was 
mounted on rails. 

According t© Tvler, each of these details -was supervised by 
commanding officers and all of these group leaders had had previous experience 
with the landing of lighter than air craft, and all of them were at least of 
the rank of chief petty officer. 
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Regarding the civilian personnel which helped sake up the 
ground crew. Lieutenant Tyler revealed that a majority of these individuals 
had made up the ground crew that operated at Lakehurst during the summer of 
1936 and whioh ground crew had grounded the Airship Hindenburg during that 
period of time# However, none of the civilians were plaoed in key positions, 
these positions being maintained by Navy personnel* 

On the afternoon of May 6, 1937, Lieutenant Tyler states 
that he reoalls that the wind was light and variable and that it was blowing 
from two to four knots an hour* After the ground orew took up their position, 
it was neoessary for them to shift to 60 degrees to conform with the wind* At 
this time, the sky was threatening and light winds had set in* Due to the 
faot that the Hindenburg had not yet hove into sight and rain had started to 
fall, the ground crew was recalled to shelter* When the rain slackened, the 
ground orew was re-assembled and again assumed their positions* After a 
twenty minute period, heavier showers set in and while the Hindenburg had 
already passed over the field, she was then out of sight, and it was deemed 
advisable to again recall the crew to shelter* This last shower lasted ap- 
proximated forty-five minutes* At the end of the forty-five minutes, the 
rain praotloally ceased and the sky indicated a third clearing* The ground 
orew was then again ordered to take up position on a heading of 70 degrees* 
Shortly thereafter, the Hindenburg approaohed on a northerly head, maintaining 
a height of from five hundred to six hundred feet* At this time, the wind 
again shifted to a southerly direction and the ground orew was re-formed, 
accordingly* The Hindenburg swung to the left, making off toward the south, 
then turned to the west of the field and swung left to a position over the 
Officers* quarters, and she then made her approaoh towards the mooring mast in 
a southerly direction* In the meantime, the Neon indicator which indicates the 
wind direction, showed another shift of wind and the ground crew was moved ac- 
cordingly* It was noted by Tyler that during the ship*s approach to the mooring 
mast, the after motors gave the appearance of being operated at full speed in 
reverse in an effort to check the forward momentum of the ship* The ship was 
brought to a standstill approximately four hundred yards outside of the outer 
Hindenburg circle that surrounds the mooring mast* Tyler also is of the opinion 
that the forward engines were used in reverse for a short period of time, but 
that he does not recall that they were used just prior to the time that the 
forward momentum of the ship was checked* During the approach of the ship, 

Tyler testified that he noticed that she apparently was heavy in the stern, and 
that water ballast was dropped aft. H© stated that the starboard trail rope was 
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dropped at exactly 7*21 D.S.T., and this was followed Imediately by the 
port trail rope* these ropes which were dropped from the forward part of 
the ship appeared to be very dry and gave off dust at the time that they 
fell to the earth, even though the ground itself was soaking wet* At the 
time of dropping these trail ropes, Lt. Tyler is of the opinion that the 
Hindenburg was two hundred feet in the air. The port trail rope, upon 
striking the ground, was immediately taken up by the ground orew, and was 
ooupled to the port yawl guide line* The port yawl guide line rope was then 
passed around the niggerhead of the yawl guide tower and a slight strain was 
taken up* The forward group took hold of the guide ropes pending attachment 
of the yawl guide ropes* After dropping the trail ropes, Lt* Tyler states 
that the ship appeared to rise and started to drift, but that this drift was 
checked by taking up the 6lack on the port trail rope. The starboard yawl 
guide nose was still unattached hut was being manned by the grounding orew. 

According to Lt. Tyler, the list aft in the stern is not a 
condition that i6 unusual in airships at the time they are attempting to land, 
but usually every effort is made to trim an airship upon landing, so that it 
is on even keel* 

He did state that he noticed all of the ballast discharged 
from the Eindehburg upon her approach was discharged aft and it was his re- 
collection there was only one discharge of ballast* 

He also stated that to his reoolleotion the rear trail ropes 
are attached at a point forward of the lower fin and are used primarily in 
hauling the stem down to the ground after control of the ship is gained at 
the nose* Tyler states that he is positive that no lines or ropes were 
dropped aft from the Hindenburg nor had any portion of the ship aft touched 
the ground prior to the explosion. 

Getting back to the landing operations, he stated that the 
starboard trail rope was about to be attached to the starboard yawl guide, 
and that in connection therewith, it was in the process of being attached 
to the niggerhead. 

In his opinion, the ehip was definitely under oontrol of the 
ground crew at the forward points, and he states that the ground orew was 
ready to land the ship. 

Regarding his position at this time, Lt. Tyler related that 
he was forward and slightly on the port side of the ship facing aft* While 


in this position* he noticed a hurst of flame Just forward of the port fin ~ 
and just above the longitudinal axis of the ship and further that this hurst 
of flame was followed by a report or detonation# The fire spread rapidly 
forward aooording to Tyler* and soon the entire ship was enveloped in flames* 


He stated that he is positive that tne main cable wiuon is 
dropped from the very nose of the ship was unattached at the time of the ex- 
plosion* and further that as the ship fell to earth* he remembers giving orders 
to those under his immediate command to the effect that all hands were to stand 
clear# As soon as the control car had touched the ground* and while the ship 
was blazing fiercely and even though it seemed likely that there were to be - 
further explosions* according to Lt. Tyler* various members of the ground crew 
rushed to the area about the passenger compartment and attempted to effect 
rescue work* He states that upon the fire being placed under oontrol* the 


rescue parties were organized for 
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and that he recalls the last body was recovered early on the morning of May 7* 


Lt# Tyler* upon being queried as to static electricity, informed 
that in his opinion the dry^trail ropes which were the only parts of the ship 

touching the ground ooultijaischarge static electricity, as they were manila lines 
and non- conductive * 


He stated further that the approach of the ship for landing was 
rmnnal and. in his oDinion. was satisfactory in technique* 


He stated also that the only means of communication that the 
ship personnel had with the ground crew was through the medium of a megaphone 
which would be controlled by the Captain of the Hindenburg# He stated that the 
megaphone was not used and he felt that if any procedure being carried out by 
the ground personnel on landing did not meet with the approval of the airship 
personnel* the ground crew would have received notice of this fact from the 
Captain of the ship by the use of the megaphone# 

At this time, a diagram of the Hindenburg was introduced as 
well as a map showing the landing field at Lakehurst and the immediate vicinity* 
and Lt# Tyler marked thereon the anchoring ring and the landing circle of the 
Hindenburg* as well as the location of the Hindebburg at the time that she met 
di s&stsr * Under further interrogation* Tyler stated that he first noticed the 
burst of flame and that this was followed almost simultaneously with a detonation# 
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Be recalls that there were a number of detonations and he eould not state 
positively whether there was a muffled explosion before the appearance of 
the flame* He stated he had a direct view of the flame and that he would 
describe it as being approximately of the area of 10 feet long and 5 feet 
in width, and that it burst outwardly from the ships further, that, inmediately 
thereafter, flames almost eoverea the whole stern of the ship and then spread 
progressively forward* The pressure behind the first flame appeared to be 
of explosion pressure* He also stated that the left port motor at this time 
was turning over but that he cannot recall the approximately revolutions that 
it was making* He also recalls that the trail ropes aft had not as yet been 
dropped and that he is also positive that there was no radio antenna trailing 
from the ship* He did state, however, that the ship was making a high landing 
but that this was orthodox procedure in every way. 

He stated that due to the drying out process of the superstructure 
of the ship which had become wet due to the previous rain, it was both possible 
and practical to assume that the ship was valving off hydrogen gas. 

He was positive in his statement that at the time of the fire and 
explosion, the Hinrienburg had definitely checked its forward momentum and was 
mere or less stationary* He did 6tate, however, that he is quite positive 
there was no backward movement to the ship* 

Upon being questioned as to what was his basis for estimating the 
height of the Hindenburg at the time of the explosion, Tyler informed that the 
trail ropes were 417 feet long and that due to the fact that approximately half 
of this trail rope was still uncoiled after striking the earth, he estimated 
that the ship wss approximately 200 feet in the air* 

In reply to a question concerning the valving off of gas, Tyler 
stated that once the landing lines are properly connected to the niggerheada 
and after the main mooring cable is attached to the main cable of the ship, 
the ship is then drawn down mechanically by the main mooring cable, and that 
once this process is under way there is no further need to valve off hydrogen 
gas, due to the fact that the ship loses altitude by force being applied through 
the means of the mooring cable* 

Lt* Tyler states that to his recollection the gindenburg first 
appeared in sight of Lakehurst shortly after four o’clock p*xn. on the afternoon 
of May 6, 1937, and that it was his understanding that the ship was scheduled 
to depart again for Germany as close to 10*00 p,m. as possible that night. He 
also stated that even though the Germans might have been attempting to make as 
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much haste as possible in order to depart by 10*00 p*m*, he was not of the 
opinion that they would be hasty or careless for speeds sake, due to the 
fact of their wide experience with light© r-than~air craft* 

Again referring to the explosion, Lt • Tyler stated that he was 
of the opinion that it took place in the area between the port fin and the port 
aft engines and that he felt that the subsequent detonations heard by him were 
caused by each cell catching fire subsequent to the first outburst* He also 
stated that the first explosion sounded to him as though it was a gas detona- 
tion* However, he stated that if one of the gas oells had had a purety of 

or less, the explosion upon having this concoction ignited would have been 
terrific* 


In Lt. Tyler 1 s opinion, static electricity oould only have been 
grounded by means of allowing a metal cable to touch the ground from the ship 
or that the manila ropes oould have grounded the static electricity if they 
had been soaking wet* 

He stated that the color of the fire first observed by him ap- 
peared to be of a reddish tint, and that it maintained this color* He also 
stated that he could not observe the extreme top of the Hindenburg due to his 
position. 


He also stated that the Hindenburg did not appear to be par- 
ticularly tail-heavy after the discharge of ballast, and in connection there- 
with, he stated that it would appear inconsistent to discharge ballast at the 
same time as valving off hydrogen gas, for the simple reason that one operation 
is to correct or equalise the other* 


He also stated that to his recollection there were no landing 
or running lights or passenger cabin lights lit on board the Hindenburg* He 
also stated that he did not observe any propellers or motors behaving oddly, 
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the aft engines were operating at full speed shortly before the crash* 


He stated he is of the opinion that the flames observed by him 
were hydrogen flames* 


Lt* Tyler admitted to the Board that he is possessed of only 
a limited amount of experience or knowledge concerning electricity and static 
electricity, and further that he is not an authority on motor operations. He 
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stated that he did not notice any of the motors on the Hindenburg backfiring 
and discharging flame in the exhaust , but he states also that he did not 
have a full view of the exhausts* 

He stated that to his knowledge the fabrio used on the 
Hindenburg was referred to as "doped" fabrio* 

The testimony of Tyler was wound up by his referring to 
the faot that he has never heard of a charge of static elaotricity being 
given off by a dry manila rope. 


i 


On Hay 12, 1957, Lt. Benjamin May, of the United States 
Navy, stationed at the Naval Base, Lakehurst, New Jersey, testified before 
the Board representing the Department of Connueroe, and stated that he was 
assistant mooring officer stationed atop the mooring mast on May 6, 1937, 
at the time that the Hindenburg was attempting to land on May 6* 

Lt. May stated that he had been associated with lighter-than- 
air craft since 1928; that he had performed duty on the Airship Los Angeles 
as well as small non-rigid airships; that he took a round-trip passage on the 
Hindenburg as an observer for the United States Navy during the summer of 
1936, and that in connection with this trip, he was allowed to roam the entire 
ship, to observe the methods of operation as well as the mechanics and structure 
of the same. 


On May 6, he stated that he received orders to prepare the top 
of the mast to receive the Hindenburg and that he was then instructed to carry 
out the function of taking up the main wire oable which was to be played out of 
the nose of the Hindenburg. 

He stated that at the time the Hindenburg approached the mooring 
mast and prior to the explosion that this main cable had at no tin* touched the 
ground, although he does reoall that it had been played out slightly to a 
limited distance from the earth. 

He also revealed that the Hindenburg had approached the landing 
field from the south, had passed over the mooring mast and proceeded north 
and then to the port side and headed into the wind to make her approach to the 
mooring mast; that the Airship then passed over the Officers* quarters at 
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L&kehurst and at this tine, he noticed that she was apparently heavy in the 
stern and that quite a bit of ballast was dropped at the stern of the ship* 

He was also of the opinion that the approach of the Hindenburg 
towards the mooring mast seemed rather fast for such a big airship, and that 
it was a faster approach than had been made during her previous voyages during 
the summer of 1936, and that it is to be noted in connection therewith that 
Lt. May was stationed at the mooring mast during this period of time in the 
6ame capaoity that he had assumed on May 6, 1937* 


He states that the Hindenburg, upon approaching the Hindenburg 
cirole, had put her forward motors as well as her aft motors in reverse. He 
states that the ship o&me to a stationary position and that as she was drop- 
ping her trail ropes, he felt a cold wind oome in from the west. He states 
that a shift of wind caused the nose of the Hindenburg to fall off the mast 
position and drift slightly to the starboard; that as the ship started to 
drift, he notioed that the crew handling the port line eeemed to be having 
a little trouble but that this line was immediately thereafter hooked on to 
the vawl ruide line which was attached to the mast enrine* and he observed 
that three or four turns were taken on the niggerhead of the port yawl guide 
motor and that these turns took out all of the slack on the port line* He 
stated that he was closely observing the Hindenburg at this time for the pur- 
post of ascertaining the proper way to handle her at this time; that the mast 
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wire cable. He stated that it was about this time that he noticed just aft 
of the power car and just ahead of the port find in about the middle of the bag 
that this area seemed to collapse outwardly and he noticed small streaks of 
flame; further that this was followed almost immediately by a muffled explosion, 
and a blast was noted about the time of the first outward burst on the super- 
structure. He stated that he was approximately 600 feet from the outburst 
noted on the port side of the ship and that probably due to this distance he 
felt no concussion from this explosion. Lt. May was of the opinion that there 
woo ft jjothsr sxplcsicD immediately th6r€feft6r t-his explosion^ it &pp©&r6d 

that the entire stern became enveloped in fire and that the flames progressed 
rapidly forward* At this time, the stern settled to the earth and anchored 
the ship so that she stopped her drifting and also ceased her upward motion, 
which apparently had been caused by the first of the explosions, and the entire 
ship settled to earth and by the time that she had settled, the entire ship was 
consumed with hydrogen flames* 


Lt. May stated that he immediately rushed toward the ship and 
by the time he had reached the wreckage, the Hindenburg was still burning, but 
that the hydrogen flames had subsided and it appeared that only the fuel oil 
was burning* 
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yellow in color and that this tint was maintained until the eettling of 
the ship, at which time it took on a more reddish hue. According to Lt* 
May, the first outburst that he noticed was of a mild nature and it ap- 
peared that the framework parted and came out in sections, and that this 
was followed immediately by a detonation* 


He stated that he observed no radio antenna trailing from 
the ship, and he does recall that the trail ropes had been thrown prior 
tc the explosion and that the coils upon reaching the ground had emitted 
dust, indicating that they were quite dry. He also informed that at no 
time did he observe any after lines being dropped. 


At this time, there was introduced into evidence a diagram 
of the ship along with a designation by Lt. May thereon showing the position 
of the first outburst noted by him. 


Lt. May states that at no time did he notice a glow or flame 
on board the Eindenburg prior to the outburst and that in connection with the 
noting of the structural outburst, he heard a sound that seemed to be the 
cracking of metal and also that he is of the opinion that the structure was 
virtually shot out at the area of the outburst, and that flames seemed to 
follow this eruption of structure. He stated that the muffled detonation 
that followed seemed tc be unconfined in nature and that issiHsdi&tcly there- 
after a flame shot out of the aide of the superstructure, and this was followed 
by a flame that flared from the top of the ship. This flame at the top of 
the ship was dart like in appearance and extended from the ship some thirty 
feet into the air and was accompanied by other fingers of flame, € or 8* 
in width, all being ZO to 30 feet long. He Btates that hie position at the 
time was one that was below the ship and also below the area of the explosion. 


Upon being questioned further concerning the sound of the 
outburst, he stated that it seemed to be hollow and of a metallic nature, and 
was similar to the cracking of timbers. 


He also testified that it was his recollection that all of the 
motors on the Eindenburg were functioning in reverse at the time. He also 
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he cannot relate as to the «xaot time relative to the explosion that thl6 
discharge was notioed by him* 


He stated that it has been his observation that the Germans have 
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* tendency to utilise a Method of backing the engines in landing more so 
than the Americans* 

Also, in response to a question, the Lieutenant informed 
that he does not know the amount of gas pressure maintained in the gas oells 
of the Hindenburg at the beginning of her voyage, but he did state that 
it is hie opinion that there is a diffusion of gaB through the fabric covering 
at all times • 

He also stated that he does not recall seeing any landing 
lights or any light of any nature aboard the Hindenburg at the time that 
she approached for landing* 
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On May IK, 1937, the follwring record, was made of the testimony 
of Lieutenant Richard S. Andrews, who is a junior Grade Lieutenant, U. S. 

Navy, presently assigned at the Naval Base at Lakehurst, New Jersey. 

According to Lt. Andrews, he has been stationed at LakehurEt 
for the last ten months and he was on aotive duty on May 6, 1937, that date 
being the day of the arrival of the Airship Hindenburg; further that he was 
in charge of the detail that was to handle the landing of the control oar 
of th© Airship and in connection therewith it ws . b the duty of this d 5ts.il 
to physically catch hold of the control oar and properly moor her to the 
earth. 


He states that he saw the Hindenburg approach the landing 
field; that she circled the field and then went in the general direction of 
Seaside, New Jersey; that at this time, the ground orew took up stations at 
130 degrees off the landing flag on the field* He aleo stated that the 
Assistant Mooring Officer had stationed a detail at 70 degrees following the 
appearance of the Hindenburg over the field; that it was at this time that 
there was & slight shower of rain and the crew was placed under shelter and a 
short time again took up positions and again, due to the occurrence of shower* 
and the fact that the Hindenburg had not returned, the landing crew was again \ 
placed under cover. The lest rain lasted but a short while and that as it 
lessened, it was noted that the sky was clearing in the west* The ground crew 
then again took up their stations and the Hindenburg was observed approaching 
the landing field from the general direction of fcakehurst, New Jersey, and that 
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she crossed the field at approximately five hundred feet in the air, made 

a * Vi a >*t*i +m»n +.n +V** +y\A +.Vifi+: a 4- ■hVn r *h S m +.hA ohfifti-vl tip officer on 

I* VIM* A ^ V«M Aj. VW w **v *VA V V**«m V »***■ » V MINI I W “ ■ ^ ^ * w ”■ 

the field, due to the ohange of the wind, had the ground crew change 
position to due north, in view of the wind ohange, and that the order was 
changed for position to be assumed at 320 degrees off the landing flag* 

At about this time, the Hindehburg proceeded, approached the mooring maat, 
made a right turn and there was again a change on the part of the landing 
crew in order to take up more favorable stations based upon the position of 
the approaching airship* 

Lt* Andrews noticed that the Hindenburg was approaching at 
a higher rate of speed than usual and that the motors both forward and aft 
were being raced and that he thought this was unusual at the time* He 
stated that the forward momentum of the ship was checked, arkl that the guide 
lines were dropped from the forward part of the ship* It is interesting to 
note that at this time, according to Lt. Andrews, he, along with his detail, 
was located practically directly below the airship* 

Andrews stated that he noticed the port line was dropped and 
that at first it seemed to foul, but that later it straightened out and 
it was then properly connected with the port yawl guide rope* At this time, 
he noticed that the ship's nose began to rise and the bow fell off to the 
starboard. He also recalls that the engines of the Hindehburg had become 
quiet at this time, but that he feels the two forward motors were still run- 
ning, turning over slowly, and that the aft engines, port and starboard, had 
either stopped or had stalled* 


Upon further inquiry, it was revealed that Lt* Andrews had 
clear observation of only the port motor and that, therefore, he could only 
give an opinion as to the condition of the port aft engine. 


Lt. Andrews stated that he noticed that sparks were being 
discharged from the exhaust of the port aft motor and upon being questioned 
as to whether he was watching the ship, Lt • Andrews informed that his entire 
detail had been watching the ship intently, due to the fact that one of the 
lines that was cast off by the Hindenburg previously had almost hit one of 
his detail and he had called out orders that all hands were to observe the ship 
in order that none of the landing lines should cause an accident, and in order 
that none of the duties of his detail should be inefficiently performed. 
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Shortly thereafter, Andrews stated that he saw a burst of 
flame that appeared to be horizontal in nature and was located on the 
port side of the ship ahead of the fin and slightly belw the longitudinal 
axis of the superstructure . He noted that the flames spread over the stern 
rapidly and & detonation was heard* He recalls feeling no concussion as a 
result of this explosion, but does recall that he issued orders for his entire 
detail to run clear of the ship* He stated that his entire party ran in the 
direction of the port bow and that he looked over his shoulder and went out 
of range of the ship* He stopped and noticed that the ship was settling for- 
ward to the ground# 

Lt* Andrews states that he does not recall seeing any persons 
leave the ship prior to the time that she struck the earth following the ex- 
plosion and he recalls seeing the control oar strike the earth and the super- 
structure settle over her in a flaming mass* It was at this point that he 
proceeded immediately to the wreckage and engaged in rescue work and the record 
will reflect in some detail the various acts performed by Lt* Andrews and the 
various members of his crew* 


Lt. Andrews was recalled to the stand on the morning of May 13, 
193 7 , at which time he was further interrogated as to his observation on the 
evening of May 6, and in connection therewith* he states that in his opinion, 
he saw the flash of flame and fire prior to the time that he was conscious of 
hearing the detonation and further # that the sound seemed to him to be more 
like a shot or the discharge of explosives* 


He stated that, to his knowledge, the bow of the ship was 
steady at the time of the fire and explosion, but that there was a strain on 
the port bow trailing line* He again reiterated that the first flame that he 
had seen aft on the ship appeared to go out horizontally from the Hindenburg 
and that he does not recall seeing any structure being discharged from the ship 
and further, that he did not see, to his knowledge, any structural failure 
on the Hindenburg prior to the time of the explosion. He clarified this, how- 
ever by stating that he had a limited view of the ship due to the fact that his 
position caused him to take up station directly under the ship. He feels he 
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of the fire and explosion, and that the stern of the ship was slowly swinging 
to the starboard. He also feels that the aft port engine was idling and that 
the forward motors were also turning over slowly. 


Regarding the sparks that he noted at the port aft motor, he 
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informed that they geared to he going out in the exhaust stream and further 
that in his opinion, Diesel engines give off sparks in the exhaust stream 
when they have been raced and also that he is of the opinion that the aft 
motors of the Hinderiburg were still in reverse at the time of the blast and 
fire* He also stated that in his opinion if a motor was in reverse, sparks 
from the exhaust stream would be thrown forward, rather than backward. 

He also stated, in response to a question, that he is of the 
opinion that to shift the cams in the transmission of the Diesel engines being 
utilised by the hindehburg, it is necessary that the main crankshaft or screw 
had to be stopped from her forward rotating motion before she could be thrown 
into the reverse motion* 
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who performs oertain duties at the N&val Air Station, Lakehur6t, New Jersey, 
gave testimony before the Board for the purpose of laying foundation for the 
introduction into evidence of charts showing the exact position of the wreck- 
age of the Hindenburg and its relation to the other physical structures on the 
reservation at Lakehurst. 


Knox stated that the diagram was based on tangent measurements 
and that they were exaot to within six inches. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE REPORT 


Newark, N. J. 

May 16, 1937. 

On May 13, 1537 Bos'su Officer W. A. EUCKLET testified before 
the Board, and in connection therewith he informed that on May 6, 1937 
he was acting as Assistant Ifooring Officer and had taken up position 
away from the mast. 

Insofar as his background was with lighter-than-air craft. 
Officer Buokley informed that during the period of time from the years 
1916 to 1921 he was on active duty in connection with lighter-than-air 
craft, and that subsequent thereto he had been on active duty on the 
Airship Los Angeles, as well as the Shenandoah, and that he had per- 
formed temporary duty on the U.S.S. Akron and had put in two years 
aboard the Ms con, as well as having previous experience at the Naval 
Base at lakehurst. New Jersey. Officer Euckley stated that he can point 
to 19 years of continuous service with lighter- than- air craft, and that 
insofar as the Airship Hindenburg is concerned, he informed that he made 
a short flight aboard her during the fall of 1936 and that this gave him 
a slight knowledge of the general construction of this ehip. 

Getting back to the date of May 6, 1937 Buckley informed that 
as Assistant Mooring Officer it was one of his duties to check all of 
the moving equipment on the field that was to be utilised in the land- 
ing of the Hindenburg, and that he distinctly remembers m a king a thor- 
ough check of this equipment and he found it all to be in satisfactory 
condition, and further, that at the time the Hindenburg approached the 
Taping field everything wa6 in readiness to properly handle her at the 
time she attempted to land. He stated that the sero hour was set for 
5 P.M., Daylight Saving Time, on Kay 6, 1937* that all of the men 
were congregated in the main hangar, and subsequent thereto they assumed 
their proper positions on the field. At this time there was a slight 
rain, according to Buckley, and along with the rain the Hindenburg hoved 
in sight, coming apparently along the New Jersey coast line. TThen the 
ship came over the landing field the ground crew was immediately put in- 
to position, but the aeppelin. continued on over the landing field, and 
inasmuch as a heavier shower set in, it was deemed expedient to give or- 
ders for the ground crew to take shelter. In the meantime the Hinden- 
burg had disappeared from the horizon. Very shortly the Hindenburg again 
came into sight and the ground crew again took their places on the field. 
According to Buckley, when the Hindenburg was 35 O to 3+00 yards from the 
mooring mast he recalls that the motors both forward and aft were idling 
and appeared to be in reverse gear, and during this procedure she was 
decreasing her altitude. 

He recalled seeing the trail ropes being dropped from the 
forward part of the ship, and he also recalled that the ship tended 
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to drift to the starboard and at the sane time assumed a gentle rise 
upward* The zeppelin, aooording to Buokley, was approximately 100 
feet in the air when her trail ropes were dropped* and that subsequent 
thereto he would estimate that she rose to an altitude of 250 feet* 

It was about this time that Buokley reoalla seeing fire appear on the 
superstructure between the fin* port side, and the port after engine, 
as well as seeing fire burst out along the entire oenter line of the 
ship about two-thirds of the way up* Buokley stated that he did not 
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noted that this light is situated near the eone on the nose of the 
ship. 


Buokley informed that the mooring operations up to the 
time of the accident appeared to him to be normal in every respect, 
and in his estimation the landing would have been properly made had 
it not been for the subsequent aooident* 

He recalled after the trail ropes were let out ?rom 

the Hindenburg at the time they made impact with the earth, a oloud 
of dust arose, indioating that these manilla trail ropes were quite 
dry. He also stated that the trail ropes were properly tied into 
the port and starboard yawl guide ropes, but that only the port yawl 
guide ropes had been taken in to reduoe the slaok* 

Upon further questioning, Buckley informed that the trail 
ropes were not used in the same manner that they were used on May 6 
1937 as they were used during the summer of 1936, and further, in his 
opinion the Hind enburg was making what he would term a "high landing." 
Last year, according to Buokley, the trail ropes were usually not used 
until the Hindenburg had been otherwise fastened in some way to -the 
landing field, and after she had been made fast the trail ropes would 
be brought into use* 

According to Buokley also, he had never seen the Hinden- 
burg make a landing during the suasaer of 1936 at Lakehurst in such 
stormy conditions as those conditions which prevailed on the evening 
of May 6th, 


Buokley informed that at the time of the fire he was 
standing ahead of the ship about 100 to 150 feet to the port side; 
that as he saw the fire he believes that it was followed by a sort 
of a puff or muffled explosion; that at the time of the fire he was 
not looking at the partioular spot at whieh the fire broke out, but 
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the breaking out of the fire attracted, his attention at once to that 
portion of the vessel,. Be also informed that he noticed no structural 
failure that he oan recall prior to the tine he saw the first flame, 
followed by the muffled explosion, but he does reoall that the motors 
had been in reverse and that at the time of the appearanoe of the fire 
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time he saw the first outburst of fire he believes that the motors 
had been slowed down for approximately one half minute. 


At this time there was marked for identification & diagram 
of the field at Lakehurst as well as the diagram of the Bindenburg it- 
self upon whioh appears the markings of Offioer Buokley which indioate 
the position that he assumed at the time of the Ship's approach for 
landing on Bay 6th, 

Upon further questioning he stated that he did not reoall 
whether the motors were started or stopped several times during the 
manoeuvers performed in the ship's attempted landing, due to the fact 
that he was more concerned in getting the ground crew under his direct 
supervision into the proper position so that the ship could be proper- 
ly reoeived at the time that she was ready to be moored. 

He described the first flame seen by him as being fifteen 
to twenty feet in length and five to ten feet in width, and that it ap- 
peared two-thirds of the way up on the ship's b&ok, Upon further 
questioning Buokley informed that he does recall that the Hindenburg 
had moored under more difficult conditions during the last year of 1936 
than the conditions prevailing on May 6th, and that he wanted to clarify 
his previous statement regarding the conditions on May 6th to read 
"that stom^r conditions oert&inly prevailed and that the conditions 
were more stormy than any under whioh she had previously landed at 
Lakehurst, but that the Hindenburg had landed under more difficult con- 
ditions at Lakehurst, which conditions were produced not by stormy wea- 
ther but by strong prevailing winds." 

He also stated that he did not feel that there were any 
difficulties encountered in the landing on May 6th up to the time that 
the aocident occurred. Further, that the ship appeared to be makin g 
a usual landing, and further, that even though the Hindenburg was slight- 
ly heavy at the stern he is of the opinion that for a lighter-than-air 
craft to show a slight list in the stern is not an unusual condition 
at the time she attempts to land. Further, he stated that the discharge 
of water ballast to correct this list aft was most certainly the ortho- 
dox manne r in oorrecting such a condition. 
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This officer stated that last year the Hindehburg had 
usually utilised shat they called "spider lines" in landing at Lake- 
hurst, but that for seme reason or other on her initial trip for this 
year she preferred to use the guide line form of landing* 

Officer Buckley also stated that to his knowledge nothing 
has been found on the field in the vicinity of the wreckage of the Hin- 
denburg that would indioate that it had been removed from the wreckage 
in 'the manner that it was blown as if from an explosion* He also sta- 
ted that to the best of his reeollection the flame and detonation heard 
and observed by him seemed to occur almost simultaneously, and further, 
that he does not recall feeling a oonoussion on the ground at all* 


On May 13, 1937 there also appeared before the Board rep- 
resenting the Department of Commerce in connection with the instant 
investigation, CHIEF' BOS*SN 5 S MATE FREDERICK JOSEPH TOBIN, who informed 
that he had been associated with lighter-than-air oraft since the year 
1922, at which time he was stationed at the Navy air field at Pensicola, 
Florida. This offioer was a member of the crew of the ill-fated Shen- 
andoah, and was one of the orew on board at the time that the Shenandoah 
crashed in the middle west. He was also a member of the orew of the 
Los Angeles, and was attaohed to the ground orew that took oare of the 
landing operations of the Airship Akron, as well as the Airship Hin den- 
burg. 


On May 6, 1937 Tobin was assigned to the duty of assisting in 
the mooring the Hindehburg, and in connection therewith his duty was to 
have his men attach the ground ropes (the yawl guide lines) to the guide 
lines which were thrown out from the ship* Besides this he also had 
more or less of a roving commission in that he was to observe the entire 
landing field and see that all of the operations were functioning prop- 
erly, and be of any assistance possible in the event the lines fouled or 
one Of the landing crews became oonfused and performed their work in 
bXl iiaefficiost 

According to Tobin the Hindehburg on May 6th passed over 
the ground crew in more or less of a manoeuver and proceeded across the 
field, making a left turn. It was at this time that he noticed that 
one of the rudders at the rear of the Hindenburg on the port side was 
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two degrees off from the rudder on the starboard side* Aooording to 
Tobin these two rudders should be property synchronised, and therefore, 
if working properly, should be in reletiTely the same position* He 
stated that the Hindenburg continued to make a left turn and slowly 
approach the mooring mast for the landing operations, and at this time 
he would estimate that she was approximately 3 00 feet in the air and 
upon eheoking her forward motion it appeared that she started to grad- 
ually shift to the port side. He states that the trail ropes were 
dropped from the ship and he reoalls that the port trail rope was at- 
tached to the yawl guide line by the grounding orew and that the star- 
board rope was also taken up by the grounding orew on the starboard 
side, but apparently was not long enough to attach to the starboard 
yawl guide line. He is of the opinion that the starboard trail rope 
was never attached to the starboard yawl guide line* 

It was at this time that Offioer Tobin noticed a burst of 
smoke and flame, accompanied by a oraokling sound, and further, that 
the sound heard by him was quite similar to the sound that he remembered 
hearing at the time that the Shenandoah oraoked up in the middle west, 
at which time he was a member of the crew* ne snaxco. xnat xoe grOuuu 
orew, while taken by surprise, immediately followed orders and attempted 
to get out from under the bow of the ship, inasmuch as the ship was 
settling rapidly towards the earth* 

He was of the opinion that the flame notioed by him started 
in the aft part of the ship near the rear port fin, end a little below 
the equator of the superstructure. He also reoalls that shortly after 
running away from the wreck, the tail of the Hindenburg enveloped in 
flames and or&ahed to the earth* 

Upon being questioned concerning his observance at the time 
of the outbreak of the fire, he informed that he saw the flames and 
heard the detonation but he oould not recall exaotly how the engines, 
either forward or aft, were functioning. However, he does recall that 
just prior to the explosion the engines were working a little more rap- 
idly than usual, and further, he reoalls that they were ma kin g a little 
more noise than they usually made during the process of landing manoeuverst 
however, there appeared to be nothing irregular about the engines. He 
also stated that he did not see any of the engines idling from the posi- 
tion that he had assumed, whioh position was directly under the mooring 
cone at the nose of the ship. 

Upon further inquiry regarding the rudder positions, he 
clarified the rudder appearance by stating that the lower rudder ap- 
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peared to be placed hard to the left, and that the upper rudder was 
three or four degrees to the right. Be stated "that he did not follow 
the operation of the ship after she passed over the landing field the 
first time with respect to the rudders. 

Subsequent to the accident he has viewed the wreckage 
of the Hindehburg and has observed what he deems to be an emergency 
tackle setup which has been placed on the operative equipment from 
the control car to the rear port fin, and it appears that this tackle 
is attached to the lower fin and it might have been so attached as a 
temporary arrangement for the taking up of slack in the controls of 
this fin. He stated this would not, in his opinion (the slack) cause 
undue vibrations in any of the other parts of the ship* However, he 
cannot definitely state whether this temporary tackle was in fact at- 
tached to the controls of the lower fin. 


With regard to the rudders, Tobin stated that in hie op- 
inion one could be free to roam, due to the fact that her controls 
were not working properly, yet the other rudder, if properly set, would 
be sufficient to keep the ship on its course. Be also stated that due 
to his position he had a limited view of the Hindehburg at the time 
that 6he began her mooring operation, and that, therefore, he might 
not be in a position to 6ee a smaller flame higher up on the ship’s 
superstructure, but he does recall seeing the larger flames appear on 
the port side aft, and that he was first concerned about the safety 
of the ship at the time he saw the smoke and flames. Further, that he 
was of the opinion that the sound of the crackling noise, which re- 
minded him of wires being broken, as well as broken girders, seemed to 
precede the appearance of the flame. 


Upon being questioned as to why he did not report the ap- 
parent defect in the rudders of the Hindenburg, he replied that he wa6 
of the opinion that this defect was merely an optical illusion on his 
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up to the time of the fire# He also stated that there is ft clutching 
device which is utilized on a great many American ships which makes it 
possible to steer the ship in a satisfactory manner even though one rud- 


der is not functioning satisfactorily, but he does not know whether or 
not the Hindenburg was equipped with this device* He also stated that 
the damage to the rudder wire would not necessarily damage the gas cells 
or the superstructure, in his opinion, and that he has never heard of 
such a thing in his experience# However, he does consider that the 
rudder defect noted by him might be considered one of the probabilities 
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In connection with the causes of the wreck* He also stated that the 
rudder defect was noticed by WilliaR Bishop* a neniber of his detail* 
and that Bishop Bade mention of the defect to him at the time that 
the Hindenburg passed overhead* 


Also on May 13# 1937 the statement of WILLIAM F* BISHOP* 
a member of the ground orenr, as well as a member of the u* S* Kavy# 
stationed at the tf&val base at L&kehurot, Hew Jersey* was heard by the 
Board of Inquiry* 

He testified that he had been associated with lights r-thaa- 
alr cra f t from August 1923 until October 193^* at which time he was 
assigned to general field duty at Lakehurst, Hew Jersey; that the first 
association he had had with the Airship Hinderiburg was on May 6, 1937 
on her initial voyage of this year from Germany. Further, that he was 
assigned to the mooring section, of the ground crew, and that his im- 
mediate superior was Officer F* J. Tobin* 


He testified that one of his duties was to take in the 
guide ropes after they were fastened to the yawl guide lines and tie 
them around the niggerhead, and after they were so fastened, see that 
all of the slack was reduced in these lines. He testified that he 
recalled seeing the Hindehburg approaoh the landing field at Lakehurst, 
and as ehe passed over the field and proceeded off, he noticed that the 
top rudder was a little to the starboard side and the lower rudder was 
a little to the port side and that they appeared not to be properly 
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mast at the time that the ship passed direotly overhead, and that he 
observed the rudder at the time she passed* He stated that at the time 
the ship approached the mooring mast to effect her landing, he was, 
of course, primarily interested in the handling of the trail ropes 
that were dropped from the ship; that in connection therewith he picked 
up the port line that he was thrown out from the forward part of the 
Hindenburg, end fastened it to the yawl guide line, and in turn fastened 
it to the niggerhead, and that upon completing this operation he pro- 

* f>.o e wine* At this t lav* he noticed 
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that the ship was starting to drift slowly at the stern in a starboard 
direction. He could see all of the port side of the ship from the bow 
to the fins. He recalls seeing the flames appear on the after port side 
of the ship, and it appeared to him as though these flames were coming 
from the inside of the superstructure and that the flames, when they 


burst out of the port side* appeared to be a little above and aft of the 
rear port motor and ahead of the rear port fin. Further, that this 
blaze was four or five feet wide and was a good sized one, being red- 
dish in oolor. He believes that after he saw the flame he heard an 
explosion. 


At this time Bishop informed that his job on most lighter- 
than-air projects had to do with gas cello# He stated that upon exam- 
ining the wreckage of the Hindenburg in a prefunetory manne r* he noticed 
what appeared to him to be a temporary tackle installed on the horizontal 
rigging on the after part of the ship# He also stated that in his op- 
inion cross rudders can be dangerous if one fouls the other* 

In response to inquiry he stated that the Hindenburg ap- 
peared to be under control, but in connection therewith he stated that 
it is his opinion that the ship could have been steered with only one 
rudder beirtg operated properly* Also in response to inquiry he stated 
that the starboard rudder appeared to him to be fifteen degrees out 
of line with the other rudder. He also stated that neither of the rud- 
ders appeared to move while he was watching them. He further stated 
that the ship did not appear to him. to be getting into the wind as she 
came in to land the way that she should have# 

Upon further interrogation Bishop stated that it is true 
that the zeppelin made a sharp turn to the left, and that such a man- 
oeuver should not indicate that there was any rudder difficulty being 
encountered on the part of the ship’s orew, end that the approach to 
the mooring mast made by the Hindenburg was a rapid one and he admitted 
that it would be likely that if a steering difficulty was being en- 
countered, that the ship’s approach would be slow# 

Bishop informed that die to his position at the time of 
the attempted landing of the 6hip, he was not qualified to comment 
on the condition of the aft port motor* 


There was also called to testify before the Board of In- 
quiry, Department of Conmerce, on Hay 15# 1957# HEHKEPBERG, who 
was a room steward on board the Hindenburg at the time that she arrived 
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fied it was necessary to utilize the services of Sydney B. Smith as 
interpreter* Smi th is a representative of the State Department from 
Washington, D. C. 
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Hennerberg to stifled that in his estimation the fire 
broke out on the port side of the ship in the beginning, and that the 
flames were behind that he is of the opinion that he first saw 

the flame or the reflection of the flame, and subsequently heard the 
explosion or detonation. 

He stated that there were no lights burning on the ship, 
at least in the seotion in which he was located, at the time of the 
fire, and in olarifioation thereof stated {feat he was in the passenger 
dining ealon observing the landing operations from the window in the 
dining salon. He stated that after the appearance of the flame he 
heard a dull detonation followed by several others. He stated that 
he could not eee much of the superstructure in the aft part of the 
ship, nor could he see the port after motors. He did not reoall feel* 
ing any vibration immediately before the fire broke out or immediately 
after the fire broke out, and neither can he estimate the lapse of 
time between the appearance of the fire or the reflection thereof, and 
the hearing of the detonation. 

He stated that he had been a room steward upon the Hinden- 
burg since the time of her eomnissioning, and that he had been with 
the German Zeppelin Transport Cong) any since March 6, 1936 and that at 
no time has he assumed the position of anything but room steward dur- 
ing this time. 


He stated that after the appearance of fire and the de- 
tonation he stayed at the window of the dining salon, and when the ship 
was approximately $0 feet above the ground he junked out the window, 
and upon alighting on the ground he scrambled to safety. 

He also informed that to the best of his knowledge he is 
of the opinion that the Eindenburg prior to the outbreak of fire was 
operating in a satisfactory manner, said ihat her crossing had been 
normal in every respect. 

At this time he recalled that the detonation heard by him 
subsequent to the appearance of fire was of sufficient force to throw 
him headlong to the floor, and further, that this detonation reminded 
him of the hark of a heavy artillery piece. He was first concerned 
about the safety of the ship and of his personal safety at the time 
he first saw the reflection of flame. 

In response to inquiry he stated that at no time prior 
to the accident had he overheard any conversation about a mechanical 
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or structural difficulty of the Hindenburg, and also in response to 
inquiry he stated that upon the ship’s arrival in Ajoaerioa airplanes 
were constantly flying within full view of the seppelin, but that none 
of -Uiese planes behaved in such a warm er that it gave him any concern 
whatsoever* 


Hennerherg stated that he could give no information of 
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There also appeared before the Board of Inquiry on May 
13» 1937 FRITZ PEBG * In connection with this testimony the servioeB 
of Sydney B. Smith, of the State Department, were utilised as the 
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Deeg informed that he was one of the crew personnel 
aboard the Hindenburg at the tune that she met her accident on the 
evening of Kay 6th, and that he was performing in the capacity of 
cabin steward. Be stated that he had previously worked on board the 
Graf Zeppelin in the year 193^# and that upon securing this position 
as steward aboard the Graf Zeppelin, this marked the beginning of his 
association with lighter— than-air craft* 

He informed that he went aboard the Hindenburg as a mem- 
ber of her crew in August 1936 and that he was on board the Hinden- 
burg on all of her voyages henceforth with the exception of missing 
the last trip to America in 1936. 

He stated that on May 6, 1937 the time that the Hind- 
ehburg was approaching the mooring mast he waB standing at an open 
window on the port side in the passenger's dining salon. He stated 
he recalls seeing Max Hennerberg also standing at one of the forward 
windows in the dining Balon. Deeg testified he recalls seeing the 
guide ropes being dropped from the forward part of the Hindenburg, and 
that it was shortly thereafter that he felt a blast that shook the 
ship and that this blast had apparently emanated from the stern por- 
tion of the ship. He also recalls that he had a difficult time main- 
taining his footing subsequent to the blast, and that he was able to 
tumble out of the window of the dining salon. 


Be stated that after the ship settled most of the flames 
appeared on the starboard side of the wreckage, and within the brief 
period of twenty minutes the entire ship was consumed by fire. 

JLt this time he outlined in detail his various rescue 
activities, and in connection therewith he stated that he jumped from 
the ship when she was a little over thirty feet from the ground. Deeg 
stated that he had no idea whether he heard the blast or detonation 
before he saw flames appear. He also informed that he felt or heard 
nothing unusual prior to the detonation and appearanoe of the flames. 

He did testify that he recalled talking to Captain Lehmann on the star- 
board side of the vessel, and that during this conversation Captain 
Lehmann instructed him to move to the port side of the vessel, which 
was more or less unoccupied. 

Be also testified that insofar as he knew the entire trip 
from Germany had been most satisfactory, and that he was of the opinion 
that the mechanical as well as the operative functions of the vessel 
were normal. He recalls that after the detonation all of the furniture 
in the dining salon started to roll backwards and the 6hip canted to 
a fifty to sixty degree angle* 

Hie also testified that after the Hindenburg had sighted 
land in imerioa the various airplanes were observed flying in the air 
in the vicinity of the Hindenburg, and that he reoalls that one news 
airplane, apparently containing newspaper photographers, flew along 
with the Hindenburg for about forty- five minutes* He also stated that 
none of the antics of any of these airplanes caused him undue concern; 
further, he had no concern for his own safety or the safety of the 
Hindenburg until after the appearance of fire and the sound of the ex- 
plosion. 


BEVERIN KLEIN, a steward aboard the Hindenburg on May 6, 
1957 testified before the Board of Inquiry on May 13, 1937* He stated 
that he made all of the voyages with the Hindenburg as a room steward 
during the season of 1936, but that prior to 1936 he had hadno previous 
experience with airship travel* 

He stated that on May 6th at the time the Hindenburg came 
to a stationary position during her approach to the mooring mast to 
begin mooring operations, he was standing in the dining salon on the 
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port side of the ship at window number three* He stated that this is 
situated in the aft part of. the dining salon. He also recalls that 
Frits Deeg and Max Hennerberg were also at windows in the dining salon. 
Be stated that at no time did he lean out of the window, and therefore 
his observation of ■the ship itself was quite limited. Be reoalls see- 
ing the reflection of fire, but does not recall from what portion of 
the ship it seemed to emanate from. Be also testified he heard the 
explosion at approximately the same time he notioed the reflection of 
flames *nd cannot reoall exactly when he felt a jolt or vibration, but 
he does recall feeling a strong vibration which threw him headlong in- 
to a corner along with other passengers as well as objects of furniture. 
Be stated further that he cannot recall the exact oolor or texture of 
flame or the reflection of flame, but that his mind is at blank except 
that he recalls he jumped from the ship at the time that the teppelin 
was from ten to twelve meters above the earth. He informed further 
that he experienced nothing unusual prior to the feeling of the jolt 
or vibration, or prior to the observation of the reflection of fire or 
the fire itself. 


He informed that insofar as he was concerned the trip from 
Germany had been normal in every respect and had been most satisfactory 
insofar as operative and mechanical phases were concerned. 


Be also stated that at no time did he hear any discussion 
among sx, the pas seii^6r» of crtfw ooij.o 0 Fi 1 i.i 1 g faulty S*6ChSLilical condition, 
and also testified that he heard airplanes circling in the sky at the 
time that the Hindehburg passed over land in Amerioa, but that the an- 
tics of none of these ships gave him any concern whatsoever. 


He testified that he oould give no helpful information 
to the Board of Inquiry as to the ca se of the fire or the accident it- 
self, and further, that he heard no unusual sounds prior to being con- 
scious of the explosion or blast. 


The next witness to appear before the Board of Inquiry on 
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many. He is II4. years of age and was a member of the German crew that 
was operating the Hindehburg on May 6, 1957* 


He informed that at the time of the accident he was sta- 
tioned in the officer's mess. Further, that he could see out of the 
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ship by utilising a window in that compartment, and that as ho was peer- 
ing out of the window he recalls hearing a detonation; that immediately 
thereafter he proceeded to the gangway of the superstructure and he was 
conscious of the ship falling to the earth and that all was in flames. 

He remembers Jumping clear of the wreckage and that he was afterward 
towards the bow of the ship, and that as he looked on the ground a water 
t-nnV above him burst and drenched him with water and that this was more 
than likely one of the reasons why he was not severely burned. He stated 
that he recalls that he Jumped from one of the hatches from the front of 
one of the ng room compartments, where he proceeded after he had 

reached the gangway. He informed that after alighting on the ground he 
ran clear of the wreckage, and a6 he turned around he saw the entire ves- 
sel settle to the earth and that it was shortly thereafter consumed by 
fire. 


He also informed that he noticed nothing irregular about 
the operations of the Hindenburg on her last voyage, and further, that 
at no time did he hear the crew or any of the passengers in a discussion 
concerning any irregularities or any abnormalities on the part of the 
actions of the Bhip. 
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EUGENE NUNNENMCHER testified on May 13, 1937 before the 
Board of Inquiry, Department of Commerce, to the effect that he was a 
member of the German crew that was operating the dirigible Hindenburg 
at the time she met her disaster on May 6, 1937 and that he was perform- 
ing in the capacity of dining room steward. 

He stated that at the time of the accident he was stationed 
in the passenger’s dining salon and had Just finished preparing a table 
for the Customs agents in the middle of the salon. He stated that he 
was looking out of the window on the port side of the ship and that the 
window from which he was peering was closed, and therefore, a view of 
the entire super structure was limited* He stated that he had just gone 
to get a silver plate of sandwiches; that he had placed this silver 

plate containing the sandwiches in the pantry and proceeded back into 
the dining salon, where he watched the guide ropes thrown to earth and 
he observed the ground crew take up the ropes on the ground. It was 
immediately thereafter that he saw flames shoot out on the ship and 
heard and felt a detonation. The force of this detonation was so great 
that it threw him to the floor, and upon arising he notioed that passers 
gers were scrambling for the windows. He remembers assisting in the open- 
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lag of one of -the windows and that he observed two passengers Jump from 
this window and he then Junked also, but does not reoall exactly how 
high the flaming ship was from the ground at that tine* He then de- 
scribed in detail hew he scrambled clear of the falling wreckage, and 
also described in detail the various rescue activity engaged In by him* 


Getting back to his observations ' prior to the accident, 
he stated that the first fire noticed by him was a glare which he no- 
ticed by looking out of the windows, and that this glare appeared to 
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or detonation at the same instant he observed the glare of the fire. 

In his opinion the detonation wasn’t so terribly strong in nature, and 
the glare of the flames observed by him appeared to be white* 


Be stated that he has been a member of the orew of the 
Hindenburg since the time of her commissioning, and that he has never 
been employed by any other airship, He stated that to his knowledge 
lights were lit on board the Hindenburg in the sleeping quarters of the 
passengers, but that he is of the opinion that this mechanism was func- 
tioning properly, and he further stated that in his opinion most of the 
passengers were located on the starboard side of the passenger section 
of the ship. 




umv auriag to© voyage *ie was ui \*oe ©pinion 
that it was a normal voyage and that at no time did he note or hear any- 
thing unusual insofar as the operations of the ship were concerned. 


On further interrogation he estimated that/bhe time he 
Jumped from the ship, the ship was ten to twenty meters from the ground, 
and further, that he does not recall seeing any actual flames but only 
the glare thereof. 


Be informed the Board that he had no coEsaent whatsoever 
to make insofar as the accident was concerned as he was possessed of no 
knowledge that would be of assistance in ascertaining the reason for the 
accident. 


AUKED GROETZ INGEE, 2 ij. years of age, testified before the 
Board of Inquiry on May 13, 1937* He stated that he was a member of the 
crew of the Hindenburg on May 6, 1937* and that he was a oook* He stated 
that he had been a cook on board the Hindenburg since the ship had been 


commissioned. Prior to that time he had been a cook on board the Graf 
Zeppelin since the year 1932. 

He stated that at the time the ship came to a halt on the 
approach to the mooring mast at Lakehurst, he tob located in the for- 
ward part of the ship in the frame. He stated that he was more or less 
assisting the trimming of the ship, and that his usual landing station 
is in the kitchen* He informed that he was looking out of the ship 
at the time, and that he is the only member of the six or seven of the 
erew that were forward toward the bow that escaped with his life. He 
stated that at the time of the accident he must have either dropped 
out of a hatch or was blown out* He cannot recall exactly what hap- 
pened nor how he reached the earth. He did state that he has a vague 

recollection of a vibration being felt. This was accompanied with a 
muffled explosion. He also stated that he recalls a feeling as though 
the bow of the ship was lifting upward and this evidently either fell 
or was blown through the ventilation hatch at the bow* 

Upon further questioning he stated that he was to the left 
of the lower gangway in the forward part of the ship and that he first 
observed fire just d>ove him, but he cannot state from whence this fire 
had progressed. He also testified that he saw no evidence of fire prior 
to the feeling of the explosion, and that the explosion oocurred prior 
to the fire insofar as he was concerned. He also does not recall hear- 
ing any subsequent explosion after hearing the first, and that it was 
entirely possible that he could have been unconscious at the time the 
Ship crashed to the ground* He stated that he has no recollection of 
seeing the ship on the ground or noticing any fire. 

He stated that before the detonation, by looking through 
the ventilation hatch, he could see the mooring chain at the cone of 
the ship which is located on the foremost portion of the bow, but he 
does not know whether this mooring chain ever touched the ground before 
the accident happened. He stated, however, that he is sure the guide 
ropes, both starboard and port, reached the ground after they were thrown 
c2$af by th$ cr^w* 

He informed that for the purpose of cooking, aboard, the Hin- 
dehburg used stoves which had electric plates, and that two of these 
electric plates were in operation for the purpose of heating water at 
the time of the accident, but to his knowledge the electric stoves on 
board had always functioned properly* 


& 


He stated that the reason for his taking up position for- 
ward was due to the fact that he was usually directed to that portion 
of the ship that was lightest in weight at the time that mooring oper- 
ations began. He also stated that he had not been called to assume 
the position in the forward part of the ship for the purpose of land- 
ing for quite a lengthy time, but he does believes that he had assumed 
that position once before during one of the trial flights of the Hinden- 
burg* 


He stated that the voyage from Germany had been a success- 
ful one as well as a normal one, and that he was in possession of no 
information that would be helpful to the Board in ascertaining the cause 
or causes for the accident* 


On May 11+, 1957 the first witness to appear before the 
Board of Inquiry was HENRICH KUBIS, of Frankford, Germany. Kubis ad- 
vised that he was a member of the crew of the Eindenburg on May 6, 1937 
in the capacity of Chief Steward. 

During the approach of the Hindenburg to the mooring mast 
Kubis came from the lower deck to the upper deck, maki ng sure that the 
passengers were all on the upper deck, where there were only a few pass- 
engers* He saw through the window that the landing lines were dropped, 
and he then proceeded to prepare the tables for the Immigration auth- 
orities . He observed the ship to take an angle of inclination to the 
rear, and at that time the oenter windows closed and Kubis jumped to 
open them and called to the others to keep the windows open* Every- 
thing happened so fast that he was not sure whether he first observed 
the fire or the accompanying shock* As he noticed that the ship was too 
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reached ebout the height of five meters above the ground he told others 
to Jump and he did so himself* Upon landing on the ground he ran from 
the ship about fifty meters and turned around to see if he could help 
any of the others* 

The first time that he thought something was wrong was when 
he noticed that the bow of the ship had risen at an unusual angle* At 
this time Kubis was looking to the center of the cabin on the upper deck 
and did not notice the fire before he noticed the angle of inclination. 
He first felt a jar from an explosion at approximately the same time 
that he noticed the angle of inclination* 
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Ho further advised the Board that during the trip he did 
not notice anyt hing unusual among the passengers or the crew, and that 
he did not know of any difficulty with the lighting system during the 
entire trip; further, the lights were burning at the time of the acci- 
dent* He stated that the Hindenburg had experienced no trouble on 
prior trips with the lighting system or any of the fuses burning out* 


Kubis advised the Board that he had been on the Hindenburg 
since the very first trip and has been on airships for iiie last twenty- 
five years. As the ship was approaching the mooring mast Eubis was 
opposite the center window on the upper deck and observed that the ship 
was about 120 feet above the ground, and at this tims he saw the back 
port line drop and the landing crew take the line and bring it to a 
medium degree of tension. It was shortly after this that he felt the 


shock of an explosion and then noticed that the snip was anre ax xne 
stern. The nature of the explosion wa6 that of a muffled report. The 
effect of the explosion did not oause him to lose his footing. At the 
friinft of the explosion some of the passengere on the upper deck were 
in the lounge and some in the dining roam and connecting quarters. 

Before the explosion there had been no indication of any danger. So 
far as he knew there were no passengers in the smoking room at the time, 
and the only person there was the smoking room steward. The time inter- 
val in making the observation of the various locations, particularly 
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the ship, according to Kubis, was approximately one minute. 


Kubis advised that when the ship was in port at Germany he 
did not know of any visitors to the ship, but he did know that certain 
people have access to the ship while it is in port. During the trips 
of the Hindenburg the passengers are conducted on tours through the 
ship. Kubis conducted a few of the tours, but they are usually assigned 
to the ship's doctor and one of the stewards. So far as Kubis knows, 
while the ship was in port in Germany, no one was conducted through the 
interior of the ship. The ship, as is usual, is always closed to vis- 
itors one and onehalf days before making a trip. The company regulations 
are that while the ship is in port visitors are only conducted through 
the ship by officers of the ship. Smoking is permitted only in the 
- WTipkitt g room, and then only after a half hour from leaving port until 
a half hour before landing. The smoking privileges, however, may be 
denied by order of the Captain at any other time that he deems it ad- 
visable. All matches and lighters are taken from the crew and passengers 
before the trip begins. Kubis, however, stated that members of the crew 
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nay have in their possession personal flashlights* 

Hub is advised that the best person to determine how far 
back in the stem passengers were allowed would be the Chief Engineer, 
and as far as Kuhis knows, no passengers were ever allowed back to the 
bulkhead to the rear of the passenger’s quarters, and they were never 
allowed on the service catudk of the ship. The baggage compartment 
is in the rear portion of the ship and Kuhis was not aware of its ex- 
act position for it is often changed* 
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ship he was in a standing position, and as soon as he felt the strong 
angle of incident, knew there was something amiss, and at the time he 
did not see anything to cause alarm* Kubis was unable to determine 
whether it was his sense of feeling, hearing or 6 ight that first warned 
him. of impending dang er, and he advised that he heard the explosion and 
felt the accompanying shock at the same time* 

As Kuhis wes unable to furnish any further information 
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The second witness of May lij., 1937 was WILHEIX BALIA, who 
resides at Waldorf, near Frankford, Germany* 

Balia advised that he was a member of the crew of the 
Bindenburg on May 6 , 1937 in the capacity of night steward* At the 
x jjna ftf 'fcb.s accident 1 3 « wo s t-Jic dining room and h 6 suddenly hourd 
a muffled explosion and felt a jerk of the ship* At that time two pass- 
engers slipped aft and pulled Balia with them. Balia is not aware of 
how high the Bhip was at the t ime of the explosion, and he did not knew 
whether any part of the ship had at that time touched the ground* 

Balia first noticed the fire after the explosion and then 
only by reflection as it suddenly became very light* Balia was stand- 
ing in the dining room to one side and rather far forward at the time 
o? the explosion smd he could see aft only as far as the end of the 
dining room, as he was facing inward and was unable to see at that time 
any of the ship*B windows* Balia advised that he first observed the 
reflection of the fire at about the seme time of the explosion, and as 
to the color of the fire, Balia stated that it was merely a bright color* 
The explosion was in the nature of a detonation and gave him. a scare 


and started him gliding aft with the passengers# 

Just shortly after the landing signal was given Balia 
was standing between the forward window and an a joining one and observed 
the landing lines dropped# After observing the landing lines dropped 
Balia then made room for the passengers at the window# He was not able 
to estimate the t ime between the dropping of the landing lines and the 
explosion. After Balia had slipped aft with two passengers he heard 
another explosion and then started pulling himself along the handrail 
to one of the windows. He observed some of the passengers jumping out 
of the window of the cabin and pulled himself to position in front of 
the forward window and jumped out# At this time the ship was rather 
high from the ground as it was rising by the nose# During the approach 
to the mooring mast Balia advised that the ship was proceeding in a 
normal fashion. 

As to his experience with airships, Balia advised the 
Board that he had been aboard the Airship Hindenburg since its first 
trial trip, but that he had no experience prior to his shipping on the 
Hindenburg* 


Balia was excused by the Board when he advised that he had 
no further information with reference to the wreck of the Hindenburg. 


The third witness on Hay 11 +, 1937 was EMIL STOECKLE, who 
resides at Prankford, Germany# 


C4-no a 

U wu 


A ear^ 4-Vifi 4- Via 

a* VL V AUV¥ Vi*« U 




ftYi ICavr 

* w** ja>v 


6, 1937 as a passenger, and is employed by the German Zeppelin Transport 
Company in its town office at Frankford, Germany# He is in charge of 
the freight and mail department# While on board the Hindenburg Stoe- 
ckle did not have any duties to perform during the trip, but after land- 
ing he was to be in charge of the freight and mailing department at 
Lakehurst for this trip# 


Stoeckle advised that the landing signal was not within 
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the mooring mast. Stoeckle did not make any special observations of 
the approach of the ship to the mooring mast# It was hiB impression 
that the ship was at rest when he first saw toe landing lines dropped* 


Stoeekle wae on the starboard side of i he ship at a 
window in the passenger lounge when he saw the right landing line 
dropped# After observing this, Stoeekle went to the cabin to get a 
coat out of his suitcase, which had been left in front of his oabin 
door# Stoeekle *8 cabin was No* and was located on the upper pass- 
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his cabin he heard a ruffled detonation, and due to the angle of in- 
cident which followed, he was pressed against the corridor wall* 
Stoeekle then worked hie way to the stairway which went down to the 
port side of the deok* Half way down this stairway Stoeekle saw - 
through a window that it was too high to jump. At this tine he also 
saw a reflection of fire on the ground* He waited until the ship 
touched the ground and the Jar burst a window from its frame, and he 
then realised that the passengers on the upper deok had noticed the 
danger due to his hearing them r unning baok and forth* When the ship 
reached the ground Stoeekle ueed a broken window to get out of the 
ship, and on landing on the ground he looked over his shoulder and 
noticed that the ship was afire at the point he had Just left* Stoeekle 
ran from the ship to escape falling girders, and shortly returned to the 
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assist those who were hurt# 


Stoeekle estimiitefi 


the time between the dropping of the landing line and the inclination 
of the bow to be as long as it would require him to go from the passen- 
ger lounge down the corridor to the oabin corridor, to the location of 
hie oabin, which was about half way down the cabin corridor# Be was 
unable to exactly estimate the time that it required him to do this, 
but stated that he covered this distance in a hurry as he was anxious 
to get his overcoat# The explosion had no particular effect on Stoeekle, 
and it was the angle of inclination that caused him to be pressed against 
the corridor wall. At the t ime of the explosion Stoeekle noticed no un- 
usual odor* 


Stoeekle advised that his experience on airships prior to 
this trip had been limited "to a fourteen hour flight over Germany* He 
estimated the bight of the airship above the ground to be about eighty 
or one hundred meters, and drew this conclusion from his observation 
of the landing line, which is about one hundred twenty meters long, and 
when the line was thrown from the ship a portion of the line rested on 
the ground. 


To Stoeekle* s knowledge the freight aboard the ship was 
stored as follows; films in the control car; bags in the aft part of 
the ship, and as to other baggage - he had no knowledge. 
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Stoeckle advised that he did not maintain any record or 
the freight aboard the ship this trip, and does not know how much the 
freight weighed, 

Stoeckle advised that as he observed the starboard line 
strike the ground he could not remember whether any dust arose from 
the line* Prior to feeling the shock of the explosion he did not 
hear any unusual sound, and further, he was in the aft part of the 
ship about 11 o’clock on the morning of May 6, 1957 and he had noticed 
nothing unusual there* Be further advised the Board that the corri- 
dor from his cabin to the middle port staircase was not crowded, at the 
time of the explosion, with aity of the baggage, and he estimated that 
the distance from his cabin to the window by which he made hie escape 
was about thirty feet and he covered this distance in somewhat of a 
hurry. 


As Stoeckle was unable to furnish any further information 
to the Board, he was excused* 
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Yfitness number four on May 1I+, 1937 was ‘WTLHEUI STESB, 
who resides at Waldorf, Germany, near Frankford. 


Steeb advised that he was an Assistant Machinist in the 
capacity of apprentice aboard the Hindenburg in the trip ending May 6, 
1937* He advised that he was an employee of the Zeppelin Company since 
January 7, 1957* but that he had no previous experience aboard an air- 
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a.nd was employed there in the construction of engines, and in particular, 
engines used aboard the Hindenburg* He specifically pointed out that 
he was not a member of the crew but merely an apprentice, and his du- 
ties were merely to receive instructions as to how to operate the en- 
gines in flight* During the whole trip Steeb was only employed in En- 
gine Car Ko* 3, the forward oar on the starboard side* At the time of 
approaching Lakehurst, New Jersey, Steeb was in Engine Car No* 3* 
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that the stem of the ship was aflame, and at the same time heard a 
hissing sound and felt the stem of the ship sink* Before the ship hit 
the ground the flames moved forward through the ship* On first noticing 
the flames and feeling the shock of the explosion Steeb caught hold of 
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the strut in front of the oontrol panel in Engine Car No, 3 and looked 
at the floor of the car and did not know whether to jump out at that 
time or wait, hut he deoided to do the latter. About this time Steeb’ s 
partner stopped the engine and fixed the brake over the stop lever. 
After the stop lever had been thrown Steeb heard the characteristic 
rough running of the Diesel engine. As the engine had not apparently 
stopped, Steeb again threw the stop lever, but by this time the engine 
had stopped. Steeb then jumped out of the car and ran from the ship* 
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his hand over his back to see whether they were burning, but the only 
portion of his clothes that were burning was the back of his cap, which 
he took off and threw away. Steeb saw another member of the crew, Mr. 
Doerflein, lying on the ground, euad Steeb asked him if he was hurt. 
Doerflein said "No” and got up and ran away, and Steeb did also. 


Steeb advised that the other members of the crew in Engine 
Car No. 3 were Hr. Schaeuble, Mr. Zettel, and Mr. Doerflein. The first 
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the time the ship was approaching Lakehurst. Mr. Schaueble was the 
superior officer in charge of Engine Car No. 3« 


Schaeuble came in the dar shortly before approaching Lake- 
hurst, and Steeb thinks this was prior to the blowing of landing stations. 
Steeb was at the operating levers of the radiator cowlings. These levers 
are located in the front end of the engine car. Steeb was standing in 
the engine car near the car levers and looking at the engine room tel- 
sgssph. dial* ± TJia only tiling ha had to do in the landing was to obBe;rve 
the action of the engines during the landing* It is always possible to 
look from the engine oar to the rear of the ship* From the engine ear 
one is able to see about halfway back along the airship* Steeb was 
able to see the aft engine from his engine car* However, he was not able 
to hearthe operation of this engine due to the great amount of noise 
created by his own engine flo* 3* Be was unable to see any of the port 
side engines* 


As the airship approached Lai® hurst, Steeb did not notice 
any of the ground activities* Ee did not know when the landing lines 
were dropped nor does he have any idea as to the approximate time these 
lines were dropped* Steeb does not know exactly when the ship became 
nearly motionless near the approach to the mooring mast, nor does he 
remember the exact time the engines were reversed, and based this lack 
of knowledge on the fact that he was so inexperienced in airship travel 
and operation* 
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gteeb advised that the order to reverse the engines came 
from the control cabin over the telegraph system, but he does not re- 
member the exact speed used in reverse* 

He advised that he first saw the fire at the stern of the 
airship and at the tin» he was standing by Engine No* 3 a°t doing any- 
thing in particular, but happened to be looking aft* Be observed the 
fire only generally, due to the brightness of the flame throwing a 
considerable glare* Steeb was unable to describe the extent of the 
flame on the ship or its color. He saw the fire and at the same time 
heard a hissing sound* Hs is rather oertain that he felt a crash af- 
ter he saw the flames, and thought that this crash must have been 
caused by an explosion or that his engine ear was being thrown from the 
ship* The explosion referred to had no great effect on him except a 
slight jar* Steeb was unable to estimate the distanoe above the ground 
when he first saw the flames. 

When questioned as to the condition of the motors, Steeb 
advised that the motor in car No. 3 had always run well. Be did not 
know whether there was an indicator in Engine Car No. 3 which would 
indicate fire in any other part of the ship. He was unable to remember 
whether Engine Car No, 3 was in reverse or not at the time he saw the 
fire* Steeb advised that the Diesel engines on the Hindenburg would 
make the seme speed in reverse that they did in ahead, suid that its 
rotation is about 1^00 revolutions a minute. The usual cruising speed 
of the Hindenburg is 1300 revolutions, and this speed was maintained 
during this trip. The R.P.M. at this landing was not in the knowledge 
of Steeb as he was not looking at the R.P.M. indicator at the time of 
approaohing Imkehurst* The R.P.H. of the motors is limited by a gov- 
ernor on t he engine and a stop on the fuel jet which prevents over- 
speeds. If the engine is stopped, it is stopped only on order from 
the control car, and engine No. 3 ran continuously during the whole 
trip of the Hindenburg* The stopping of Engine No* 3 wt the time of 
the accident was a voluntary action on the part of the man at the 
controls in Control Car No. 3» 

Steeb advised that no smoking was permitting in the engine 
car 8 of the Hindenburg, and that the only place smoking was permitted 
was in the smoking room. He also stated that to his knowledge there 
was no welding equipment on board the Hindenburg. 

With reference to the engine telegraph instructions, Steeb 
advised that with reference to indication to full speed ahead the in- 
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die a tor shows fall power and not 1500 ft.P.M* 

Steel) was unable to furnish any further information, and 
the Board excused him* 


* 

q 

i 


4 

■n* 



'■i 


£. WEIGHTMAN, Meteorologist of the Weather Bureau, Wash- 
ington, D. C., informed that he has had 21 years* experience with 
weather conditions and the charting of the same; that he made a gen- 
eral study of the weather on the northeastern Atlantic ooast for 
around May 6, 1937 and this study inoluded the immediate vicinity of 
the Atlantic seaboard. He stated he studied weather maps showing 
weather conditions prevailing on May 6, ibr the various vicinities for 
the northeastern part of the country, and also studied an hourly wea- 
ther chart for the date of May 6, 1937 up until 7 *30 P.M., Daylight 
Saving Time, for Lake hurst and the immediate vicinity* He has also 
taken brief extracts of the log of the Naval Station, combined with 
telegraphic weather reports received at that station* 

He presented into evidence nine charts which showed wea- 
ther conditions in the northeastern part of the country, including Long 
Island. Briefly, he stated that there were weather disturbances from 
New York and Northeastern Pennsylvania on May 6, 1937 and that a cold 
front was proceeding in from Northeastern Pennsylvania on a ten to 
fifteen mile wind, and that this cold front passed Lakehurst at 3«3Q 
P.M. There were no thunderstorms of great magnitude on the evening 
of May 6th in the immediate vicinity of lakehurst, but showers were 
reported along with a little thunder about 4*^0 P*M, Thunder storms 
decidedly local and of no great severity* 


On May 15, 1937 the first witness was HANS FREUND, of 
Eichlag, German* near Franiford. 

Freund advised that on May 6, 1937 be was a member of 
the crew of the Hindenburg in the oapaoity of a rigger, taking care of 
the gas shells in the ship* Since the commissioning of the Hindenburg 
Freund has made all voyages except one. Since January 1930 be has 
been active in lighter-than-air crafts, and up to 1932 he made short 
trips aboard lighter-than-air crafts* After 1932 he made sixteen long 
distance voyages on the Graf Zeppelin in the capacity of a rigger* 
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er the care of the gas shells, the outer covering structure repairs. 
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and maintaining the valves and mater ballast* There were two more mem- 
bers of the crew so engaged* a Ur. Ludwig Knorr and Mr* Erie Spaehl* 

Freund advised that his superior offioer was Ludwig Knorr. A Mr* Saamt 
was Freund's chief superior officer* 

Freund advised that during the trip he did not notioe any- 
thing wrong* and to his knowledge everything was in the best of order* 

After the landing signals had been blown* Freund proceeded to his post 
at rings 62 and 47 to let down the landing line there* The ring numbers 
gave the meters in relation to the length of the ship* Freund advised 
that he remained at his posts until after the landing signals were given* 
The landing line at ring 62 is approximately one meter to the starboard 
of the center line* and the landing line at ring 47 is approximately one 
meter to the port of the center line* Freund had let down the landing 
line at ring 62 and at this time the ship had come to practio&lly a 
standstill* Freund was just ready to let out the cable at ring 47 when 
the accident happened* If he had gotten anycf the cable out* it was 
no more than a meter or two* The landing oables were let down by hand 
through a vent in the side of the ship which was surrounded by a bushing* 
The landing rope consists of a steel cable attached to the ship* and 
the landing end has a Manilla rope attached with wooden cross pieces on it* 
The landing cable is wound on a drum and can be lengthened or shortened 
at will* and Freund was unable to state whether the entire length of the 
steel cable was out* He approximated the length of the steel cable as 
fifteen meters* 

Freund advised that at ring 67 he had let out several meters 
of the steel cable and had not drawn axy of the cable back. Although 
the ground was visible to Freund* it was hard to estimate the height of 
the ship as he was only observing the ground through a hole about a foot 
in diameter on the 6ide of the ship* He thought* however* that the air- 
ship was approximately sixty to eighty meters above the ground. Having 
let out the landing cable at ring 67 he then proceeded to ring 47* the 
stern landing cable and let out a small portion of this cable* which he 
at no time pulled back into the ship. 

At the time of getting the cables ready* which was about 
five minutes prior to letting out the cables* one of the ropes used to 
haul the cables from the lower fin* where they are stored during the 
trip* became fouled in the wires and Freund asked a colleague to free 
the rope. The rope was freed by merely pulling it out between the two 
wires* and at this time nothing unusual occurred in clearing this cable* 
The cable in lowering is run through a metal eye in the outer covering 


of the ship so as not to tear this covering* To -the right of the ratal 
eye is a hatchway about a foot in diameter which may be opened so that 
the ground may be observed. Freund advised that it was possible that 
the ship could have been moving very slightly at the time he was at 
the ring positions* Freund had no knowledge of the time the forward 
lines were made fast* 


With referenoe to the position of the landing oables 
aboard the Hindenburg, Freund advised that at ring number 55 there are 
two steel cables. At ring 1(7 there are two steel cables, starboard and 
port side. At ring 62 there is the spider which he had let out, and the 
after landing line. At ring 20J is a spider on the starboard and port 
side, and they are let down from the oontrol car. At ring positions 
203 and 218 there are two steel cables which are attached to the dock- 
ing dollies. At ring 2Lik*5 there are two landing lines and two spiders, 
one on the port side and one on the starboard side. There are at the 
bow, starboard and port sides, two cables to which landing spiders may 
be attached from ground positions* then there is a steel cable which 
runs through the mooring cone attached to the mooring tower* At this 
point Freund was excused by the Board, to be reoalled on May 17* 1937* 


Witness ho. 2 on May 15, 1937 was CIAUS HINKELBEIN, of 
Schwaeschall, Germany* 

Claus Hinkelbein advised that he was a First Lieutenant 
Flight Commander in the German Air Corps, and prior to this trip of 
the Hindenburg he had had no experience with lighter- than-air orafts* 

On this trip Hinkelbein was a passenger aboard the Hindenburg. He 
neither heard nor saw anything extraordinary during the trip or before 
the accident to the Hindenburg. The first he knew of impending danger 
was a slight jerk of the ship and the reflection of fire at the aft 
end of the Hindenburg. Hinkelbein saw fire shortly after the aft land- 
ing rope had been dropped. At about the time he observed the fire he 
heard a muffled detonation, but at the time he was not sure whether 
there was an explosion aboard the ship or not. He estimated that at 
the time of hearing the detonation the ship was about seventy or eighty 
meters above the ground. Hinkelbein was standing at the starboard side 
of the passenger quarters near the rear bulkhead, and more specifically, 
in the music room. From where Hinkelbein stood the ground was visible 
end he had observed the starboard landing line dropped. He also saw 
a line hit the ground, the ground crew run from the ship with the line, 
drawing it taunt. He, however, did not notice whether the ground crew 


connected this line to anything or not. The detonation did not have 
■ny particular effect upon Hinkelbein* He, hcwever, noticed that the 
ship immediately was rising very strongly forward. He estimated the 
tine between the first dropping of the landing line and the incident 
Of In clina tion as about two minutes. It was praotieally about the 
same instant when the inclination of the ship took place that Hlnkel- 
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side of the passenger quarters and waited until the ship was close 
enough to the ground, and then jumped out. 


Hinkelbein advised that the passengers were only allowed 
aft on tours conducted by members of the crew, and that the passenger's 
quarters were locked against any entrance aft* In fact, to get aft 
from the passenger's quarters, it was necessary to pass through the 
quarters of the Chief Steward* 


This trip was Hinkelbein' s first trip in an airship, and 
he advised that all prior experience was limited to haavier-than-air 
craft* 


Hinkelbein* e impression at the time the landing line was 
dropped was that the airship was standing sti 11, and at no time did he 
have the impression that the ship ever backed up* 

Hinkelbein was first concerned with the safety of the 
flight when he observed the reflection of the fire, and in his opinion 
this reflection was entirely a nonnal appearance of fire* According 
to hie memory, the jerk, the sound of the detonation, and the reflect- 
ed fire were all simultaneous* 

Hinkelbein had had no experience with the type of engines 
used on the Hindenburg, but during the trip he had noticed nothing un- 
usual in the running of the6e engines. At no time during the trip had 
Hinkelbein noticed any backfire of the engines* He had not observed 
anything unsual as to the passengers or the crew during the trip. He 
advised that, the passengers were not examined before they made tours 
of the ship but that prior to getting aboard the airship they were re- 
quested to surrender all matches or lighters* It was also well known 
■to the members of the passenger list that smoki ng was prohibited ex- 
cept in the smoking room. 

As the airship approached lakehurst, Hinkelbein observed 
that the ship was proceeding at a very slow pace, but due to his in- 
experience aboard airships he was unable to estimate the speed of the 
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approach. After passing over lake hurst the first time, Hinkelbein 
advised that there wbb some rain and that he noticed lightning, hut 
only on the horizon and at the time of l a n d ing he observed no light* 
ning at all* 


As Einkelbein was unable to furnish any further infor- 
mation to the Board, he was excused* 


It should be noted that the hearings on May 12th and 13th 
were attended by Acting Special Agent in Charge W* S« Devereaux and 
Special Agent in Charge E. E. Vetterli, and the hearings for May 14th 
and 15th were attended by Acting Special Agent in Charge Devereaux and 
Special Agent Lee F* Malone* 

It is also well to note that beginning on Ifey l2|th, 1937 
the Board of Inquiry representing the Department of Conmerce was joined 
by a German commission that had been invited to sit in on the hearings* 
This German commission was composed of Dr. Hugo Eckener, Dr. Ludwig 
Duerr, Chief Construction Engineer of the German Zeppelin Transport 
Company, Dr* Guenther Bock, Professor of Aerodynamics at the Charlotten- 
burg Technicologic&l Institute, Professor Max Deichmann, Eadio Expert, 
Walter Hoffman, of the National Research Bureau, and Lt. Colonel Joachim 
Ereithaupt, of the German Air Ministry* 

It is also to be noted that acting as interpreter for the 
German crew was Frederick W, VonKiester, 35^- Fourth Avenue, New York 
City, who is Tice President for the American representative of the Ger- 
man Zeppelin Transport Company, which is incorporated under the name 
of the American Zeppelin Transport Company. 


JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
director 
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He Stated that he was Chairman of th ^Safety of the Air and had sent 
his expert to Lakehurst; that his expert had just 'phoned him and 
advised him that down the road about 1000 ft. from where the accident 
occurred foot prints of two men were found and that if sabotage was 
--committed it was entirely possible that a bullet cou_d have been fired 
from a gun with a silencer causing the ship to explode. He stated 
that he realised this was not a great deal to go on but that where 
the footprints were located was off of the road and he thought that 
Inasmuch as it was a clue the footprints should be preserved. 

X advised the Senator that the Bureau was not doing 
anything in connection with this matter but that from press reports 
various committees were created and are apparently functioning. He 
then stated that the "G— men who were there and saw the footprints 
with his expert were not impressed by them at all" • He stated that 
he was of the opinion no stone should be left unturned and he merely 
wanted the Bureau to know what was discovered. 

I then advised the Senatcr that if agents were present 
they were merely there as observers and in no other capacity. He 
stated that his man's name was Mr. Rogetj^illianison end that he was 
now in New York City and could be located at Butterfiel d 875 74 and 
that he would return to Lakehurst tomorrow 

P.SCOKDE3 t INDEXED 

I immediately advised Mr. Foxworth of “ttfis information 
and suggested to him that he call Inspector Connelley who was et n e ke- 


p t j tM 

>f y?p, -..../it 


_ _3 i 1- -i A V „ t vsP«-niyir 4- ^ +Vt« 

nursx anct guvisc uxm uic iiuvnj*v 


J _4 + gd -jfco 't-h.G 


Bureau* 




rf>’T VI *■&*-' 


ih .‘-1 : \cfi r'XED .-•« 


K 

— X. 


s 




o 


.V 


N'' 


Signature 



- 




. V. 


0 




A 


i 

i 


i >. 


. i 


; 


AJIU UOIU - 


JFrflrral Bureau of Inoosttsaiiott 

Htittrb #tatra ©apartment of Jfuatirr 

956 Raymond -C omrae r c e Building 
Newark, Rev Jersey 


May 11, 1957 

DT.ZI-ASZ1SZ2D 'EM 

o:; ' 


ra;r ime 


Director, 

Federal Bureau of Invest igat ion, 
Washington, D* C* 
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Re: AIRSHIP ETHDEKBURG . 


Dear Sirs 



In connection with the activity of the Hewark office 
as to the disaster occurring in ^connection with the airship 
Hinderiburg on Hay 6, 1957, the/e is attaohed hereto, for the 
information of the Bureau, aifloutline of the acti vity to date. 
This is covered in the memorandum of Special Agent in Charge 
W. S* Devereaux of Hay 11, 1937, and the memorandum of syself, 
submitted as of Hay 11, 1937, and joint memorandum of Special 
Agents in Charge R. i. Vetterli and W. S. Devereaux which, in 
substance, covers the aotivity of the Newark office to date. 

Reference is made to the suggested or contemplated 
inquiry by Colonelf Hartney and Roger /Will iamson as stated by 
the latter to the wffeot that they were considering a search 
of the terrain inside the reservation for anything which would 
Indicate the cause of the disaster to the Hindenburg. A® stated 
in my conversation with Hr. Foxworth the travel of the airship on 
the afternoon of May 6, 1937 in the vicinity of the H&val Air 
Station would make sin inquiry of such limited nature of little 
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vicinity of the Naval Air Station for possibly two hours or more 
before it landed, and any direct aotion taken towards the ship 
from the ground could just as well have occurred anywhere within 
an area of possibly fifty square miles, more or less. In fact, 
it is my personal opinion that possibly any aotion, if it ooourred, 
would have been by some person outside of the reservation rather 
than by somebody entering the reservation grounds for this pur* 
pose. It is to be noted particularly that numerous spectators 
surrounded the field in expectation of the landing of the Hinden- 
burg on this date. Any direct aotion, of course, would have been 
subjeot to possible observation by the numerous speotator* if it 
had ooourred within the immediate vicinity of where the ship was 
landing. 
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At approximately 8j00 P*M# on the evening of Way 6, 1957, 

Acting Special Ag®nt in Charge W. S# Devereaux was telephonlcally 
Informed by Assistant Special Agent in Charge T# J* Donegan, of the 
Hen York Field Division, to the effect that former Speoial Agent in 
Charge E# L. Richmond, who is convalescing at his home, had heard a < 
press dispatch given over the radio at approximately 7 jU 3'P*K. to the . . 
effect that the Airship Eindenburg had exploded and had been oanpletely • 
demolished at Lakehurst, New Jersey, as it was" attempting to land on 
itB initial trip for the year 1937 from Germany* 
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• Based upon this information, a telephone call was placed to 
the Bureau by Acting SF ee ^l Agent in Charge W# 3* Devereaux, and con- 
tact was had with !ir« Foxworth. Kr, Foxworth was informed that, the 
news of the crash of the Eindenburg had been received, and that inasmuch 
as the Naval Air Base at Lakehurst, New Jersey, was a Government Reser- 
vation, Acting Special Agent in Charge Devereaux and Inspector Cormelley 
were proceeding immediately to Lakehurst in an effort to ascertain whet- 
her or not the facts involved would constitute a situation that would 
he a orim.e over which this Bureau had investigative jurisdiction, Mr# 
Foxworth stated to Acting Special Agent in Charge Devereaux that it was 
satisfactory to proceed to Lakehurst, but that no active investigation 
was to be conducted^ that the facts were to be obtained and that the 
Bureau was then to be immediately notified telephonlcally# 


Shortly after midnight on the evening of May 6, 1937* the 
following facts were telephonlcally conveyed to Mr* Foxworth, of the 
Bureau, by Acting Special Agent in Charge Devereaux* 

\V \ 

\ V * I 

i That the er&sh cf the Eindenburg lied occurred at approximate* 

lv 7*^5 F«U* j she was about two hundred feet above the ground* and 
that fire was first noticed at the stern of the ships that the ship 
had then become enveloped in flames and had crashed to the ground; 
further that there were 97 persons on board* sixty-one of the indi- 
viduals constituting the crew, and thirty-six individuals making up 
the passenger list* 




6 3 . - U / / ^ - / 7 ' 


copies Destroyed 

3 1 OCT 16 Jao4 


‘ } 

i 


wT* 




i- ^ 


— -i— — 

. >V-r-,:- *«L /•■ ‘ * 


,i 4 o 




\ % V-- ■■■■■ S '■' ■-■•' >>••'■■■■• X 

<*■ «rhe Bureau was informed 'that Commander C • IS* Rosenflahl ,vfho JL 
is in charge of the Naval Base at Lakehurst, had indicated "that he did 
not know the cause of the hydrogen explosion which had occurred aboard 
the Eindenburg, but that he was of the opinion that it should be classed 
merely as an accident, and that there was no evidence of sabotage or any 
illegal act in connection with the destruction of the Airship* 


It was noted that during the brief interval of time spent 
at the Naval Air Base on the night of May 6, 1937* Captain Anton Witte- 
marrn, who was third in charge of the Airship Hindenburg and who was one 
of the survivors, made mention of the faft to Commander Rosendahl,- in 
the presence of inspector £« J« Connelley and Acting Special Agent in 
Charge W. S* Devereaux that a warning had been received by the Einden- 
burg, and it was indicated that only Wittemann, Captain Max Pruss, and 
Captain Ernst Lehmann had been in possession of the information con- 
cerning the w&rnine* ThiE fact was conveyed to Mr* Foxworth, as well 

■£, - O " * - 

as the fact that Commander P.osendahl and captain Wittemann engaged in 
private conversation concerning the warning and also the fact that 
Wittenann was cautioned. In the presence of the Agents, to say nothing 
further concerning the incident* 

Upon receipt of this information, Mr, Foxworth instructed \ 
that apparently there was no need of further aotivity on the part ofr 
the Newark Field Division at Lakeliurst* New Jersey, and that all fur- 
ther action was to be discontinued* ■» 


Shortly after noon on May 7 $ 1937# Aoting Special Agent in 
Charge W. S« Devereaux received a telephonic communication from As- 
sistant Director Clyde Tolson, of the Bureau* At this time, Mr* Tol— 
son informed that special Agent James Fallon, of the Philadelphia 
Field Division, had been at Lakehurst following the accident on the 
night of May 6, 1937, and that at the time he left Lakehurst early 
on the morning of Kay .7, 1937, he had beer informed that commander 
Rosendahl was desirous of having a Bureau representative present at 
the inquest or at the hearing concerning the cause of the crash of 
the Hindenburg. Mr* Tolson informed that he was of the opinion that 
Acting Special Agent in Charge Devereaux, in company with either 
Inspector E* J* Connelley or Special Agent in Charge R. E. Vetterli, 
should proceed to Lakehurst and inform the Naval authorities that 
they were acting only in the capacity of observers, and that the 
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Bureau was taking no active jpart in the inquest insofar as investigative 
activity was concerned at -this time*—'* 

In compliance with this telephonic communication. Inspector - 
E. j. connelley and Acting Special Agent in Charge W. S* Devereaux 
proceeded to Lakehurst on the afternoon of May 7 # 1937 # th * i f^IZ 
nation obtained, as well as subsequent developments, are set out in the 
report of inspector E. J. Connelley, dated at Newark, New Jersey* May 9 

1937 * 
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936 Raymond-Commerce Building, 
Nbwsrk, Hew Jersey. 


May 11, 1937. 


THE FOLLOUNG IS SUBMITTED BY INSPECTOR E. J. CONNELLEY, 


On the night of May 6 , 1937, together with Special Agent 
in Charge Devereaux, I proceeded to the Naval Air Station, Lakehurst, 
New Jersey, arriving there at approximately 10,15 P* ®u The purpose 
of* this visit *-5 jw jtccord&nCw iritii* ths inf onnsiticii 5 6t out- in the 
memo report of Special Agent in Charge Devereaux, that is, to learn 
what the general situation was, and in the absence of anything 
warranting investigative effort by the Bureau, we were to appear in 
the capacity of observers only. 

Contact was had with C. E. Rosendahl, Commander, U, S. 

Navy and Commanding Officer of the Naval Air Station. At this time, 
he indicated to us the substance of the details of what had occurred 
aB to the wreck of the Eindenburg, Inasmuch as this information will 
be repeated later in his testimony before the Board of Inquiry of the 
U. S. Department of Commerce, it will not be repeated here. We 
offered to Commander Rosendahl our cooperation in anything that we 
could do to assist. At this time, there was more or less confusion 
in connection with the disposition of the dead and injured persons, 
and after further conference with Commander RcBendahl, we departed 
from the Air Station at approximately 12,15 *• ®*» May 7, 1937 for 
Newark. The substance of the above information obtained was telephoned 
to the Bureau to Mr, Foxworth by Special Agent in Charge Devereaux at 
approximately 1 a, m, from Freehold, New Jersey. 

On May 7, 1937, together with Special Agent in Char ge 
Devereaux, I proceeded to the Naval Air Station, Lakehurst, New 
Jersey, and again conferred with Commander Rosendahl as to the general 
situation and at this time Lieutenant Commander C. V, Knox, of the 
Naval Air Station, took us to the wreck of the Hindenburg and pointed 
out to us the various salient features as had com© to his attention, 
together with his observations at the time of the wreck on the previous 
date. May 6, 1937* Lieutenant Commander Knox indicated that one 
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peculiar circumstance, in connection with the flame which burst 
from the ship at various times while it was settling to the 
ground after the first appearance of fire and the later explosions, 
was one rather white hot flame, apparently spurting from the 
upper portion of the ship, having a somewhat similar appearance 
to the flame from an acetylene torch* He waft not aware as to the 
nature of this and has indicated he will make some research. It 
is possible this might hare been escaping hydrogen which, when not 
mixed with air, readily burns with an intense flame and heat. He 
also indicated there was some indication that other officers may 
have seen a similarly described flame in other portions of the ship# 
All this situation will be brought out undoubtedly in the hearings 
before the U. S. Department of Commerce* Lieutenant Commander Knox 
also indicated there was some reference, although he could not 
verify saite, to the effect that there might have been flames 
appearing in the rear portion of the ship as the Hindenburg came 
over the field* This has not been definitely established and 
probably will also be covered in the interview of various witnesses 
who observed the airship as it came in to land* Lieutenant Commander 
Knox indicated that the two ropes which are reeled out from the bow 
of the ship to effect the attachment of the mooring cable to the 
mooring mast had been reeled out for possibly five minutes before 
the explosion occurred and were on the ground for this length of 
time* The ship was not much higher from the ground at this time 
than the height of the large hangar on the field, which would be 
approximately 200 feet, or less. The fire appeared at the rear of 
the ship above the fin. Lieutenant Commander Knox indicated that 
the landing ropes which were first cast out were very dry end this 
vra apparent by reason of the fact that they threw out considerable 
dust when the large roll hit the ground. He advised that the ship 
came in from the West of the field and was tacking against the wind. 
There was some light rain at this time, although the rather heavy 
rain prior to that time had fairly well cleared up at the time of 
the attempted landing. Immediately after the fire appeared and 
the explosion thereafter, the tail of the ship hit the ground and 
apparently broke in two near the middle* 

Lieutenant Commander Knox indicated that the ship 
apparently left Frankfort on the Main, Germany, at 3>l6 p. m, on 
Monday, May 3, 1937 and if it had traveled on schedule, it would 
have landed at 6 a* m. on May 6, 1937* The reports from the ship 
indicated that this would he the landing time, till approximately 
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3 p. m., May 6, •when they radioed that they would land around 6 p. m. 

The plan was that if the ship landed on May 6, they would take off 
for the return trip on the same day at 10 p. m., provided the passengers 
and freight would he loaded in time for such departure, otherwise 
it would have been later on this seme night. At the present time, 
the passengers are gathered together at the Biltmore Eotel in Few 
York City and brought to Newark, where they are shuttled to the field 
by plane. If the weather conditions are such as to prevent the plane 
getting through, they are then carried direct by automobile from New 
York to the Naval Air Station, The above- indicated information was 
informally given to us by Lieutenant Commander Knox for our informa- 
tion in order that we would understand the various proceedings taking 
place and Is not an official report by him of the situation. He has 
been subpoenaed to appear before the Department of Air Commerce 
hearing and will, of course, at that time give an official statement 
of his opinions and what he observed. 

On May 8 there was contacted, at Lakehurst, Few Jersey, 

Mr. South Triable, Solicitor, Department of Commerce, and Major E. 

W, Schroeder, Assistant Director, Bureau of Air Commerce, who 
indicated that they, together with Dennis Mulligan, Chief of the 
Regulation and Enforcement Division Bureau of Air commerce, would 
open an inquiry into the wreck of the Hindenburg on Monday, May 10, 
at 10 a. m. It was also indicated that Commander Rosendahl, Lieutenant 
Colonel C. De. F. Chandler, U. S. Army, Retired, Colonel H. B. Bartney, 
Civilian Employee of the Safety Committee of the Commerce Committee 
of the U. S. Senate, Gill Robb Wilson, Director of Aeronautics for 
New Jersey, and possibly Lieutenant General Hans Von Boettiger, 

Military Attache of Hans Luther, German Ambassador to the United 
States, would act in an advisory capacity to the Board of Inquiry 
above indicated, together with possibly some others who were to be 
indicated later. Mr. Trimble and Major Schroeder were advised of 
our position, as previously indicated above, in connection with any 
inquiry which was to be instituted in this matter at the Naval Air 
Station. 



On May 3, 1937, Colonel H. B. Eartney and apparently his 
assistant, Roger Williamson, identified themselves to us, they having 

a letter signed by Senator Royal S. Copeland, Chairman of the Committee 
on Cornier ce, U. S. Senate, and at this time Williamson and Colonel 
Hartney advised that they had been making an examination of the 
terrain within the confines of the reservation with the possibility 
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that they might find acme exploded shells end apparently they were 
definitely of the opinion that somebody had come upon the reservation 
and fired into the Hindenburg, They advised ifcat in connection 
with their search, they had found the traoks of two- persons who had 
climbed over the fence on the far side of the reservation and had 
walked in approximately 1,000 feet along the road, which leads towards 
the headquarters building and to the North of the place on the field 
where the Hindenburg had landed. They pointed out these tracks to 
us at this time and indicated they were making some investigation as 
to this* They were referred to Lieutenant Commander F, W. 
Reichelderfer, former Executive Officer at the Naval Air 8tation, 
for information, inasmuch as we had learned in the afternoon, from 
conversation at headquarters, that two boys had surreptitiously 
entered the confines of the reservation and had been picked up by 
the Naval Guard and brought to headquarters and it was suggested 
that possibly these tracks might have been made by these boys on 
iky *f t 1955, Special Agents in Charge Vetterli and Devereaux took 
photographs of these tracks as made by these two individuals and on 
15ay 10, 1957, plaster of paris casts were made of these tracks by 
Special Agent in Charge Vetterli, as subsequently will be covered in 
more detail. They also made inquiry which indicates that at the point 
where entry was made, resulting in these tracks, a road runs along 
the outside of the fence of the reservation and numerous spectators 
were along this road in automobiles and on foot at the time the 
Hindenburg attempted to land. After the explosion and fire, 
numerous of these swarmed over the field from all directions and 
apparently for a period of three or four hours the people continued 
to roam over various parts of the reservation in an endeavor to get 
near to the wreck of the Hindenburg, after which they were all ex- 
cluded from the reservation* The wreok of the Hindenburg itself 
has been under a constant military and naval guard end no one, other 
than the persons who went in to take out the injured and the bodies 
of the dead, were allowed to go into the wreck itself* Other persons 
have not been allowed to approach or touch anything in connection 
with the wreck and it has been maintained intact as such. 

On the afternoon of May 7, 1957* 1 understand that the 
wreck was officially turned over by the Navy Department to the 
Department of Commerce for their investigation subsequently opened 
as of 10 a. m. on May 10, 1957* A Naval Board of Inquiry was con- 
vened at 10 a. m, Nonday, Nay 10, and adjourned pending the investiga- 
tion to be made by the board appointed by the Department of Commerce, 
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This adjustment of investigative activity was accomplished by con- 
ferences between the navy Department and the Department of Commerce 
on Saturday, May 6, 1937* 

Chi Monday, May 10, 1937 » "the first witness called before 
the Investigating Committee of the Department of Commerce was 
Commander C. is. Kosend&hl. He first outlined his prior experience, 
showing him to be probably the best informed lighter-tkan-air man 
in the military and naval forces of the United States, He has been 
in command of the Los Angeles, the Akron, the training school for 
lighter-than-air men at Lakehurst, New Jersey and he has made trial 
trips and a trip around the world in the Graf Zeppelin, He is now 
the Commanding Officer of the Naval Air Station at Lakehurst, New 
Jersey. 


The substance of the testimony of Commander fiosendahl 
was to the effect that an arrangement had been made whereby the 
Hindenburg would make approximately 18 trips during the period of 
1937 from Germany to the United States, this being a revocable per- 
mit to the American Zeppelin Transport Company, who are the American 
Agents of the German Company operating the Hindenburg, This was 
more or less the commercial arrangement as between the Navy, 

Commerce and State Departments and the representatives of the Hin- 
denburg whereby they were to take advantage of certain facilities 
at the Naval Air Station not in use at the present time; also 
similar service was to be arranged at the Naval Reserve Station at 
Miami, Florida, It was indicated that the operation was at the 
entire risk of the permitee and further absolved the United States 
from any damage. They were to pay the necessary fees for the ser- 
vices rendered. Commander Rosendahl indicated that the Hindenburg 
departed from Frankfort, Germany on Kay 3* on sohedule, that communi ca- 
tion was had with same by radio through Mackay and that frequent re- 
ports were received by the station from the Hindenburg during the 
trip.. During the latter part of the trip static was bad, although 
this did not seriously interfere with their communications, A few 
hours before the arrival, communication was received by the Naval 
Station at Lakehurst that they would arrive at 6a, m, Eastern 
Standard Time, Thursday, May 6, 1937 unless they arrived sufficiently 
ahead of their scheduled time to provide for a landing before 
midnight of the previous night* The scheduled departure was to 
be 10 p. m. , May 6, 1937 for Germany, A ground crew was arranged 
which consisted of 92 Navy personnel and 139 civilians arranged for 
by the American Zeppelin Transport Company, with the approval of the 
Naval Air Station, All of the above- indicated personnel were men who 
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had previously worked *t the haval Air Station and were familiar 
with the handling of airships. The plan was that the Eindenburg, 
when it arrived, would be moored at the mast 'unless it was nec- 
essary to take the ship into the hangar for repairs* The ship 
oarried a total of 97 persons, 61 in the crew and J6 passengers* 

The ship had a head or retarding wind and it was evident they would 
not arrive at 6 a* m, May 6, 1937 • Later during the day they set 
their tine of arrival at 6 p, m*, which would have been 12 hours 
late* Arrangements were made with the landing crew accordingly* 

The ship actually arrived in the vicinity of the air field previous 
to this time* The weather was unsettled and the various conditions 
of weather which he related indicated it was inadvisable to attempt 
a landing when the ship first appeared. There had been heavy shwrers 
and thunder* The depression was variable in the vicinity* At 3 * UD 
to P* m * there were showers and thunder* Between 9 end 6 p* m. 

the ship came over the airport and proceedea to the South and 
Eastward. Due to the fact the ship was late in arriving and the 
desire to depart on her regular schedule that night, it was desired 
to accomplish the landing at the earliest possible moment. They also 
wished, if possible, to service the ship during the daylight hours. 

At 5 *45 p. m. the station sent a message to the Bindenburg that 
conditions were unsettled and recommended that they not land until, 
further word was had from the station and requested the ship to ad- 
vise them what they intended to do. At 5*53 P« m. , Eastern Standard 
! Time, they received a message from the Bindenburg saying, "We will 
| wait until you report that landing conditions are better. (Signed) 
j Prues." At 6:12 p. m.. Eastern Standard Time, the station sent a 
j message to the’ship that conditions were now considered suitable for 
| landing and that the ground crew was ready. There was thunder over 
the station at that time* The oeillng was about 3,000 feet with 
visibility of about 5 miles* The ship, in the meantime, had dis- 
appeared out of sight due to the direction in which it had proceeded, 
having a ceiling of about 500 or 600 feet. At 6*15 P* * message 
was sent to the ship recommending thatthey land and that conditions 
were rapidly improving* Soon thereafter, the ship appeared on a 
Northerly course and passed over the station practically direotly 
over the mooring mast* At one end of the staton it turned to the 
left and circled the station and cam© in from tha Westward. It 
turned to the right for the approach to the landing mast in a 
general Southerly direction. The weather conditions, atfthe actual 
time of the attempted landing, indicated a ceiling of 2,000 to 
3,000 feet, with some clouds and very light rain. The wind was 
from the Southeast and about one knot. The wind velocity, at the 
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top of the water tower, 186 feet in height, was indicated at six 
knots. There was occasional lightning in the South and Southwest} 
the weather conditions were improving rapidly and Commander 
Kosendahl indicated, in his opinion, the weather was entirely 
satisfactory for landing. The ship made a sharp turn to the 
starboard, but this was not unusual. The approach, in his opinion, 
was normal for a ship inflated with hydrogen and they utilised the 
backing power of the engines to check the approach of the ship, which 
is customary* The ground crew was, in all respects, ready to receive 
the ship. The men of the ground crew had been instructed in groups, 
under their respective leaders, as to 'the handling of the ship on 
the ground* They dropped the landing ropes from the bow of the ship 
at a point about 700 feet from the mooring mast which were immediately 
connected to the ground lines* These lines are used to draw the ship 
into position for attaching the steel landing cable which is drawn 
into the mooring mast* The approaoh was made at an elevation of 
200 feet or less. Commander Rosend&hl was located at the mooring 
mast and gave the necessary instructions as to the handling of the 
ground crew at this point. Be indicated the wind blew to the 
Westward when the ship reached the surface and he believed the con- 
ditions were satisfactory in general and that they were proceeding 
in a normal manner to land the ship* About four minutes after the 
control ropes had connected with the ground and while the mooring 
cable was being lowered, but which had not as yet reaohed the ground, 
oertain events occurred which changed the normal landing procedure. 

The nose of the ship was about 50 feet from the circular track which 
is 671 feet from the mooring mast* The ship never got any closer to 
the mooring mast than this point* At this time he indicated he saw 
a small burst of flame on the top of the ship toward the stern and, 
in his opinion, this indicated to him the doom of the ship. Imme- 
diately, the entire stern took fire and after this initial burst 
of flame, the fire progressed forward. He expected more in the 
way of explosion than was apparent, although he had never seen an 
airship burn inflated with hydrogen. There were several mild ex- 
plosions and the ship was generally consumed by fire. He had no 

knowledge of the origin of the fire. The ehip continued to come 
down at the stern and thereafter the front portion of the ship 
settled to the ground at a moderate rate of descent. He ran from 
the vicinity and commanded the ground crew to do likewise in order 
to avoid their being caught under the ship as it fell. When the 
ship settled, the ground crew immediately returned to effect the 
possible rescue of the injured. They immediately arranged for the 
necessary fire-fighting apparatus, they using chemioals for this 
purpose. There is no water line in the immediate vicinity of the 
mooring mast and this necessitated the laying of considerable hose 




* >■ 

V 



rB 



to reach it# The wounded were immediately taken out and taken to 
the hospital until the available space was exhausted# k guard was 
immediately established to prevent anything being stolen from the 
ship# Of the 97 persons on board, 39 members of the crew survived 
and 24 of the passengers survived. Twelve passengers are dead and 
22 members of the crew are dead. One member of the ground crew was 
burned and subsequently died on May 6 , 1937 - 

Commander Rosendahl read into the record the various 
specifications of the Hindenburg which will be available and in- 
cluded, if desirable, in a later report. The Hindenburg normally 
carries a crew of about 40 and in addition, carries various 
trainees « 


Commander Rosendahl indicated the ship had not touched 
the ground until the fire brought her down# The ropes had been on 
the ground at least four minutes before the fire and explosions 
occurred. As the ship approached, they had dropped water ballasts, 
but this water ballast does not come to the ground in a direct 
stream and would possibly eliminate the idea of being a static 
conductor# The control system of the gas valves is a manual 
operation located in the control cabin. There are also individual 
valves on the individual cells which could be released* These 
valves are only worked when instructions are given by the officer 
in charge of the control car* There is also an automatic alarm 
system which shows the exact pressure in the various cells. At 
times the gas is released from the various cells in order to main- 
tain the equilibrium of the ship, such as occurs when the fuel oil 
is used up. 


F, W* Von Meister was the second witness called at the 
hearing, he being located at 354 Fourth Avenue, New York City, and 
Vice-President of the American Zeppelin Transport Company, the 
Agents for the Hindenburg in the United States* He further 
elaborated upon the arrangements as made through the German 
Ambassador and the State Department for the 18 trips of the Hin- 
denburg during the present year. He indicated he was present on 
the field on May 6, 1937 when the Hindenburg attempted a landing. 
He indicated the ship was to land at approximately 6 a, m, on 
Thursday, May 6, 1937; that it was delayed, and as & result of 
contact with the ship, they later arranged for a landing at 
6 p, m, the same date* He referred to the storm conditions over 
the field in the afternoon of May 6, 1937* advised the ship 
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that it then proceeded to the Southeast of the station and they 
eould have landed the ship at this time, he believes, if the ground 
crew had been available, but as indicated above, this had been 
arranged for 6 p, m. Be advised the storm, continued later until 
about 6*30 p. m. Daylight Saving Time and the ship endeavored to land 
at 7 p. m.. Daylight Saving Time; that it came in from the Southwest, 
passed over the mooring mast and swung in a large circle to the left 
and approached the field from the West, The cable had been laid out 
in a Southeasterly direction; that the weather changed and the oable 
was moved to a Northeasterly direotion and the ship came in at about 
150 feet elevation West of the mooring mast* The ship has sufficient 
speed to steer, and reversed its engines and it was about 7*20 p. m« 
when they dropped the ground ropee. He Indicated he was about 
100 yards from the mooring mast between the bow and stern of the 
ship ; that he observed the stem of the ship throw out water 
ballasts three times, which would indicate that possibly the ship 
was heavy in the after part. The handling ropes on the stem had 
been dropped. These do not, of course, touch the ground. The ship 
was settling to a landing when he observed a reflection of light 
on the entire edge of the upper fin and there appeared, at the same 
time, flames out of the port side, just above and forward of the 
port fin. The tail started to sink and the flames were traveling 
along the top of the ship and coming out in two or three places in 
spurts of flame. The ship broke in the middle and the nose was the 
last to fall. Water was discharged from the front of the ship and 
when it came down it was in total collapse. He thereafter ran in 
to help in the aid of people trying to leave the ship. 

The above meeting was adjourned at 2*30 p« m. in order 
that the various members of the Board of Inquiry and the Technical 
Advisors could proceed to the vicinity of the wreck of the Einden- 
burg where they made casual observations from the sidelines and 
various photographs were taken by the newspaper fraternity. 

In connection with my prior above reference to Lieutenant 
Colonel Harold B. Hartney and Roger Williamson, Mr. Williamson in- 
dicated to me that he had discussed with Commander Rosendahl the 
advisability of assigning numerous naval personnel to make a search 
of the terrain on the naval air station field and that he had dis- 
cussed this with Senator Copeland who was very much surprised to 
learn that they had not made a search of the ground in the vicinity 


of the ship and on the naval station* He has suggested to Commander 
Rosendahl that possibly we, as representatives of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, might care to direct the activities of these men. 

It was indicated diplomatically to Ur. Williamson that possibly his 
ideas and suggestions should be communicated to Ur* South Trimble 
as head of the Department of Commerce Investigating Committee for 
his opinion as to what their plans and objectives were in connection 
with the investigation they were making inasmuch as possibly they had 
already planned to consider any and all necessary inquiry of this 
nature and further, that they might feel that this was in conflict 
with the province of their investigative inquiry which, I understood, 
was to be for the purpose of determining all facts, causes and cir- 
cumstances in connection with the disaster to the airship Hindenburg. 


Newark, Sew Jersey 
lfay 11. 1937. 


- MEMDRANETTM FOR THE REPORT - 


The Investigation reported in the ensuing memo randum was based 
upon the instructions of Inspector E* J. Donnelley to the effect that 
Special Agent in Charge R. E* Vetterli and Acting Special Agent in 
Charge TV. S. Severeaux were to prooeed to the Naval Base at Iakehurst, 

B. J., on the date of May 9* 1937 for the purpose of ascertaining the 
names of the two individuals who had been taken into custody by the 
Naval authorities on the evening of May 7* 1937* at which time the Naval 
authorities found the above- referred to individuals on the Gove none nt 
reservation* 

It might be well to note that the investigation requested by 
Inspector Connelley is based upon the fact that certain investigators 
for the Copeland Senate Committee had previously informed that foot- 
print impressions had been located by them at a fence which enclosed 
the reservation at Lakehurst, and that it was the opinion of the invest- 
igators for this comnittee that these footprint impressions had some- 
thing to do with the Hindenburg disaster on the evening of May 6, 1937* 

It should also be noted that mention had been made to Inspector 
Connelley by the Naval authorities on a previous occasion that two In- 
truders had been taken into custody on the evening of May 7th by the 
Marine Guard, at which time these two individuals were attempting to 
obtain a closer observation of the Hindenburg wreckage, and at the time 
they were taken into custody the Naval authorities had reprimanded 
them severely and had escorted them from the reservation* It was felt 
by Inspector Connelley that the two individuals referred to by the Na- 
val authorities as being the intruders on May 7th might possibly be the 
individuals who had made the footprint impressions referred to by the 
6enate Comnittee* 

Special Agent in Charge Vetterli and Acting Special Agent in 
Charge Devereaux upon arriving at lakehurst, N. J*, on May 9* 1937# 
contacted Lt* Commander F. if* Reicheld^fer and requested that he sup- 
ply the names of the two individuals who had been taken into custody 
by the Marine Guards at the time that they had attempted to invade the 
reservation on the evening of May 7^h« At this time Reicheldefer re- 
ferred these Agents to Lt. R. K. Antrim, who, according to Reicheld/f- 
er, had been the interviewing officer* 
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Lt. E. N. Antrim was subsequently oont acted, and be informed 
that he is a Lieu tenant in the U. S. Navy, being in the Junior grade# that 
he has been at the Naval Base at lake hurst, N« J., for the last year* 
that he recalled that on the evening of Hay 7th At app r oxima te ly 6 F.M., 
he was notified by a member of the Marine Guard to the effect that two 
young boys had been taken into oustody at the time they attested to 
enter the reservation for the purpose of gaining a closer observation 
of the wreckage of the Eindenburg * In connection therewith Antrim 
informed that he had these two young boys brought to the Administration 
Building at lake hurst and had severely reprimanded them for their il- 
legal entry, and had then accompanied them to their car, which was lo- 
cated near their place of entry, which, it should be noted, is situated 
at the northern side of the reservation. 


Lt. Antrim stated that these individuals gained access to the 
reservation through a party by the name of CUBBINS. 

According to Antrim, on May 7th he had obtained the names of 
these two young boys, but had subsequently mislaid the paper containing 
the names, but he recalled that they gave as their residence Germantown, 
Philadelphia, Pa., and he also recalled that one of the individuals is 
at the present time a student at thefh&rton Sohool of Accountancy, Phil- 
adelphia, Pa. Antrim informed that these two individuals were quite 
youthful, and he is positive that they had nothing whatever to do with 
the destruction of the Eindenburg. He stated, however, that if the ne- 
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Philadelphia, Pa., and positively identify the young chap who had stated 
he had attended this institution. 


Lt. Antrim took the Agents to the place of entry, and it was ob- 
served that the location of the entry was on the northern side of the 
reservation, while the footprint impressions referred to by the Cope- 
land Senate Investigating Committee were located on the western extreme 
ity of the reservation. 

It might be here stated that the place of entry on the part of 
the two intruders on Hay 7th is located approximately one mile and a 
half from the situs of the footprint impressions referred to by the 
Senate Investigating Committee, 

Agents were informed by Lt. Antrim that it would be impossible 
for the Naval officials to furnish the names of these two individuals 
due to the misplacement of the paper upon which their names had been 
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At this time Lt. Antrim was taken by the Agents to the loca- 
tion of the footprint impressions above referred to, and it should be 
here noted that these footprint impressions are situated in the most 
open part of the reservation upon which is located the Naval Base* 
Further, according to Antrim, he distinctly recalls that on the even- 
ing of Nay 6th, the date of the arrival of the mnnenburg, he was 
stationed on the mooring mast to which the Hindenburg was supposed to 
be tied at the time that she would land on Nay 6th, and Antrim recalls 
that he made the statement to the crew, who were also with him at the 
mooring mast, that there were a great number of automobiles and spec- 
tators lining the road and fence on the west side of the reservation, 
at which place the footprint impressions were located, 

Lt* Antrim stated that he would be glad to give the Agents 
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who were stationed with him at the mooring mast on the evening of Nay 
6th, all of whom had a complete view of the location of the footprint 
ispreseions as well as the entire west side of the Federal reservation. 

In connection therewith, W. E* EERDON, cockswain, S. W* HAITKIKS, 
boatsmate, second class, and B. E. HARRINGTON, boatsmate, first class, 
were interviewed, and informed that they had assembled, along with the 
entire landing personnel, at the Naval Base at 5 P.M. , in the main han- 
gar on May 6th, at which time they received final instructions from- 
their respective oommanders, and that about ten after five P.M., these 
three individuals took up station on the mooring mast* They informed 
that approximately at 5*20 P.H., they were joined at the mooring mast 
by Lt. R. N* Antrim, who was to be their commanding officer during the 
landing of the Hindenburg airship* 

All of these individuals definitely recall that the remark was 
made by Lt. Antrim to the effect that there were certainly a great 
number of people lining the western side of the reservation, and that 
all of these individuals noticed that a vast number of spectators in 
cars were parked on the west side of the reservation in clear view of 

the mooring oast, and were so situated that they would have a clear 

view of the entire terrain of the fence lining the west side of the 
reservation, and the landing position of the Hindenburg. Upon further 
interrogation Herdon, Hawkins, Harrington, and Lt. Antrim all stated 
that prior to the oraBh of the Hindenburg there were no individuals 
between the fence lining the western side of the reservation and the 
landing side of the Hindenburg insofar as they could ascertain, and 
further, upon the explosion of the Hindenburg, spectators converged 
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on to the Held Horn all aides* 

According to Lt* Antrim, the most that oould he done by the 
Naval personnel was to oare for the dead and injured who had been in- 
volved in the Hindenburg crash, as veil as to keep the spectators 
back from, the burning wreckage* 

Lt* Antrim also stated that it was some three or four hours 
before the Karine patrols were established and maintained on the res- 
ervation and before all of the invading spectators oould be excluded 
from the reservation proper* 
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being a slight drizzling rain,, the people in the automobiles on the 
west side of the reservation remained in their cars until after the 
crash* 


At this time it might be suggested that if an individual were 
going to fire at the Hindehburg airship at the time that it attempted 
to land, this individual would have to run towards the airship, in 
full view of all of the spectators lining the west side of the reser- 
vstios, discharge isiiatever type of gun he slight atiespt to use^ 
then, run back to the fence towards the spectators and attempt to make 
good his escape* In this connection, the fenoe in question is approx- 
imately five feet in height, and there are a number of strands of 
barbed wire for a distance of about six inches of the fence, thereby 
making ingress or exit quite difficult* 

It might also be herein stated that Lt* Antrim made the com- 
ment that a great many individuals residing in the vicinity of the 
Naval B&se at Lakehurst appeared to be definitely airship-minded, and 
further, that the Naval officials had received numerous communications 
from these individuals reporting suspicious actions on the part of 
other individuals, as well as suspicious circumstances happening on 
the date of May 6th, but that at no time has the suggestion been made 
by any of the spectators that they had seen an individual disoharge ew 
a rifle or a gun of any sort, nor has anyone made the suggestion that 
they saw anybody running from the wreckage, creating the appearence 
that they were attempting to flee from the reservation* Further, if 
one desired to fire at the HLndenburg they certainly oould have ac- 
complished their objective without ever entering the reservation at 
Inkehurst and without placing themselves in full view of the many spec- 
tate re on the western side of the reservation, due to the fttct that 
there is a growth of pine trees situated further to the right on the 




western eide of the reservation, in such position that this growth 
extends into the reservation so that a person could get muoh closer 
to the landing field of the Hi nrienburg than the situs of the foot- 
print impressions. The terrain on the western side of the reservation 
affords no protection whatsoever. There is some snail shrubbery which 
is practically leafless, and affords no protection or oover whatsoever. 

On May 7, 1937 photographs were taken by Special Agent in 
Charge Vetterli and Acting Special Agent in Charge Devereau of the 
footprint impressions referred to by the investigators of the Senate 
Investigating Committee, as well as measurements of the footprint im- 
pressions. and measurements which will indicate their exact location 
and dimension as to their relation with the fence lining the western 
side of the reservation. These photographs are presently being en- 
larged. and at such time as these enlargements are forwarded to the 
Bureau the details as to dimensions and measurements will be forwarded 
therewith 60 that a clear picture can be had of the location a nd dim- 
ensions of the footprint impressions themselves. 


On May 10. 1937 Special Agent in Charge Vetterli. accompanied 
ty Special Agent (a) V/. D. Fay, again made certain examinations at 
Iakehurst. Twelve additional photographs were made by Special Agent 
in Charge Vetterli of the gate leading into the western part of the 
reservation showing two footprints just Inside the reservation. These 
photographs of the footprints on the western side of the reservation 
are being enlarged by the New York Field Division and will be approp- 
riately marked and forwarded to the Bureau at an early date. Several 
of the photographs taken on Hay 10th show the footprints after the 
plaster parts cast was placed in the impression in order that their 
location might be more discernible in the photograph* In addition 
thereto, on a road that leads from the Western gate of the reservation, 
approximately 1100 feet towards the hangar, there was pointed out ad- 
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prints by Special Agent in Charge Vetterli, assisted by Special Agent 
(AJ W, D. Fay. The photographs and the impressions definitely indicate 
that the footprints in one instance were made by an individual who 
wore either rubbers or goulashes. One cast made is quite clear and 
bears a portion of the trade name on the bottom of the imprint, which 
may possibly be properly interpreted by further study. These oasts 
temporarily are being retained at the Newark Division office. 


A further detailed report will be submitted to the Bureau on 
the photographs made and on the oasts in question just as soon as the 
enlargements are perfected of the photographs by the New York Field 
Division. 
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RE: AIRSHIP HIKDENEURG. 


Dear Sir: 
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This is to advise you that during the evening of Kay 
18, 1957, a telephonic communication was received from Commander C. E. 
Rosendahl. of the Naval Air Station at Lakehurst, New Jersey, to the 
effect that he desired that I proceed to lakehurst. New Jersey and 
confer with him on the morning of May 19, 1957* also stated at 

this time that he did not care to discuss the matter over the tele- 
phone, tut that he would greatly appreciate it if the appointment 
for the next day could be kept. 

It should be noted here, as revealed in my memorandum 
to Inspector E. J. Connelley dated May 17, 1937, copies of which 
are transmitted to the Bureau herewith, that I had withdrawn as ob- 
server from the hearing being conducted by the board appointed by 
the Department of Commerce in connection with the Hindenburg disaster 
that had occurred on May 6, 1937* At that time, arrangements had 
been nade that if any information of value came to the attention of 
the authorities at Lakehurst and they desired to obtain the assistance 
of the Bureau, that they should communicate with the Newark Field 
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proper consideration* 

On the morning of May 19# 1937# 1 proceeded to lakehurst, 
New Jersey, aocoopanied hy Special Agent Lee F* Malone* 1 contacted 
Commander Rosendahl at approximately 10? 15 *• m* and he informed me 
of the following developments in connection with the instant case* 
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HugQytEotoier, the German Airship Technician, and that engineer had 
stated to him, on numerous occasions, that the first opinion that 
he had formed of the disaster of the Hindenburg was that her wreckage 
was caused by sabotage* Further, that he now knew that he had made 
a mistake in expressing such an opinion to the journalistic fraternity 
in Germany and that to remedy this mistake he had made a statement 
to the press in this country that he did not feel that sabotage could 
possibly have been the cause of the instant disaster* According to 
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convinced that the airship Hindenburg met her ill-timed fate due 
to the employment of sabotage, either on the part of Communists or 
on the part of sympathiser s with the Anti-lias! movement* 


Commander Rosendahl, on this occasion, also informed that 
he has always entertained the sabotage theory as being a logical cause 
for the destruction of the Hindenburg and further, that this opinion 
has gradually grown until, at the present time, he also is confident 
that there was sabotage present in connection witluthe destruction of 
this ship. He stated that on Ifiay 18, 1937# He lmuly lau, a member of 
the German crew who was functioning in the capacity of helmsman, as 
well as Rudo Iff Saute r, who held the position of Chief Engineer on 
the German crew of the airship Hindenburg, had stated that at the 
time of the catastrophe they were occupying positions in the stern 
of the ship and that they were located near the lower rudder* 

According to their testimony, the first evidence that they had that 
anything was wrong on board the Hindenburg was that they noticed a glow 
that appeared in the gas shaft that separates gas cells numbed U and 5* 
They testified further that immediately after the appearance of this 
glow, which reminded them of a Japanese lantern, that the entire sec- 
tion of cells numbers I4. and 5 seemed to burst and immediately flames 
enveloped the entire stern* This is the first testimony that has been 
given before the Board of Inquiry that has shown a definite origin 
for the fire and this, therefore, places the fire as definitely be- 
ginning in the gas shaft located between cells numbers and 

For the inform ti on of the reader, it should be noted that 
there are 16 gas cells in the super structure of the airship Hinden- 
burg; that each cell is filled with hydrogen gas and through the use 
of this hydrogen gas the airship obtains its lifting power* For the 
airship to lose altitude, it is necessary that this hydrogen gas be 
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valved off so that the airship gains weight and loses some of its 
buoyancy# In order to valve off this gas, there is located on each 
gas chamber what they call a maneuvering valve, as well as an auto- 
matic valve. The automatic valve is a valve that is more or less 
of a safety device and operates only as a result of pressure from 
within the gas chamber, as, for instance, in the event the gas cell 
becomes too full of hydrogen gas, this safety devioe will then function 
and enough gas will be valved off, through the automatio valve, so 
that the pressure of gas within the gas oell will again maintain its 
normal pressure# The maneuvering valve is the valve that is used by 
the operators of the ship to cause the airship to lose altitude and 
that maneuvering valve is controlled by apparatus which is located in 
the control car# It should also be noted that the position of both 
the maneuvering valve and the automatic valve is conveniently located 
along what they call the axial girder, upon which is placed what they 
oall^an axial catwalk. This axial catwalk runs the entire length of 
the super structure of the Hindenburg* However, due to the placing 
of these valves 60 that they are convenient to the axial catwalk, it 
necessarily involves the use of a gas vent or gas shaft, due to the 
fact that these valves are located in the very interior of the super 
structure. The gas shaft then is a shaft that runs from the top keel 
of the super structure to the very heart or axis of the structure 
itself. The valve then opens into this shaft towards the oenter of 
the ship and the gas is let out of the gas valve and it then hits 
this flue, or gas shaft, and proceeds upwards into the air through 
the shaft, which is covered by what they call a shaft hood. This 
shaft is open to the air at the top of the super structure of the 
Hindenburg and, naturally, there is air in the shaft itself. 

It is well to note, at this time, that according to 
Commander Rosend&hl, hydrogen is a gas that, when mixed with air, 
is highly inflammable, and mixed with a sufficient quantity of air, it 
is highly explosive. In further explanation thereof, it should be 
noted that 997® hydrogen, mixed with 1% air, will cause an inflammable 
mixture, however, you reduce the impurity of hydrogen to 80 % hydrogen, 
ar d 20^5 air and you have a highly explosive mixture, and also if you 
reduce the hydrogen to 20 % gas with 80^ air, you have a highly ex- 

plosive mixture* According to their explanation, any mixture of 80 % 
or either air or hydrogen, mixed with 20^ of the other element. Will 
produce a highly explosive combination* They also state that if there 
is 1 % hydrogen mixed with 99/J air, you also have an inflammable mixture* 
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It will be recalled, therefore, that as soon as the gas is TOlTed off 
iato the gas shaft, there is immediately a mixture of hydrogen and 
air in the very internal parts of the super structure of the Hindenburg, 
and there is a certain area, therefore, in which these two elements 
are allowed to mix before they are carried off into the air through 
the gas vent* 

For the sake of clarity, it should also be noted that the 
ciroul&r bands in the frame-work of the super structure of the 
Hindenburg are referred to as rings, and these rings are numbered 
and the gas shaft separating gas oells numbers 4 and 5 i® referred to 
as ring 62. The number 62 i 6 "arrived at by computing the number of 
meters from the tail of the ship to that circular beam in the super 
structure, indicating that it is 62 meters from the tail of the ship. 

It is at this ring, number 62, that lau and Sauter saw the first 
appearance of fire. 

Commander Rosendahl stated that it is true that this mixture 
of air and gas in the gas shaft or vent could have been ignited by 
static electricity that could have been generated by the clothing of 
an individual or by the rubbing of two objects in the super structure, 
either by vibration or the presence of friction of any type in the 
immediate vicinity of this gas shaft. He also stated that it slight 
be possible to even have two pieces of the fabric covering the super 
structure rub together, thus causing a shock of static electricity. 

He stated, however, that he is still of the opinion, due to various 
happenings that have been called to his attention, that there is a 
strong possibility that the fir^whioh was ignited in this gas shaft 
at 62 ring, was caused by an individual who attempted to perform an 
act of sabotage. In oonnection therewith. Commander Rosendahl stated 
that Doctor Eckner has personally interviewed every member of the 
German crew since his arrival here in the United States, He stated 
that the members of the crew naturally have talked more freely to 
Eckner in private than they have to the Board of Inquiry, which is a 
public hearing. 

According to the information that Eckner has received from 
the various members of the crew, the rule that a passenger was not 
to be allowed out of the passenger quarters unless in company with 
a member of the crew was not strictly enforoed in the case of a 
passenger by the name of Joseph/Spach. According to Rosendahl, 
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